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What Is Leprosy?
Leprosy is a mildly-infectious disease associated with 
poverty.

It causes nerve damage and, if left untreated, leads to 
loss of feeling in the hands and feet, making everyday 
activities fraught with danger.

Burns, blisters and other minor injuries go unnoticed 
leading to more serious injuries and ulcers.

These injuries can lead to permanent disfigurement and 
disability.

Leprosy also damages nerves in the face causing 
problems with blinking. Robbed of this simple action, a 
person can go blind. Leprosy cannot be caught by touch 
and most people have natural immunity to the disease.

It mostly occurs where there is dirty water, poor nutrition 
and low standards of living, meaning a person’s immune 
system is weakened and they are unable to fight the 
disease.

It is thought, however, that a person needs to live in 
close contact with someone with untreated leprosy for a 
prolonged period in order to contract the disease.

Where Is Leprosy?
The World Health Organisation reported that 213,899 
people were diagnosed with leprosy in 2014. That’s 
about 1 every 2 minutes.

More than half of them were in India. The next largest 
numbers were in Brazil and Indonesia. Fewer than 20 
countries report more than 1000 people being newly 
diagnosed with leprosy each year but leprosy still exists 
at some level in most countries in South and Central 
America, Africa and Asia. 

Because of the reluctance of leprosy patients to seek 
treatment for fear of the stigma surrounding the 

disease, The Leprosy Mission Scotland believes these 
figures under-represent the true number of people 
affected by leprosy.

The number of people being diagnosed with leprosy 
has remained largely static for the last ten years which 
indicates that there is continuing transmission of the 
disease.

The Leprosy Mission is working with other organisations 
to find preventative measures that can stop transmission 
and, eventually bring about the eradication of leprosy.

How You Defeat Leprosy
The Leprosy Mission Scotland support projects in 7 
countries in Africa and Asia.

We are part of The Leprosy Mission’s global family 
operating in about 30 countries around the world to 
break the chains of leprosy, empower people to obtain 
healing, attain dignity and be able to lead a full life. 
Inspired by the love of Jesus and following His example, 
we seek to demonstrate His message through the love 
and compassion we show towards people affected by 
leprosy.

Thanks to the generous gifts, actions and prayers of 
people like you we are able to provide treatment for 

leprosy, surgery to restore damaged limbs and enable 
eyes to blink again. We support people to overcome 
the effects of leprosy through physiotherapy, self-care 
training and other rehabilitation services.

We can also help people to transform their lives through 
the provision of education, vocational training and 
livelihood support so that they can feed and clothe their 
family and play a full and dignified part in the life of 
their community.

Together we raise our voice to demand equality for 
people affected by leprosy, for their rights to be upheld 
and for prejudice and stigma to be overcome.



The Sustainable Development Goals are a set of 17 global aspirational 
goals set by the United Nations (UN) to help end poverty, fight inequality 
and injustice and protect the planet. Projects that you support through The 
Leprosy Mission Scotland covered 9 of these goals in 2016.

Sustainable Development Goals

NO POVERTY
If your family lives in poverty, you are more susceptible 

to leprosy due to poor diet and health. 
If you are affected by leprosy you are 
more likely to become poor due to 
disability and discrimination. You can 
help TLM reduce poverty by giving 
people a livelihood.

ZERO HUNGER
If you can’t feed your family, poor nutrition leads to 
vulnerability to diseases like leprosy. 
You can help TLM reduce hunger 
by helping families with agriculture 
training and start-up support for more 
sustainable farming.

GOOD HEALTH AND WELLBEING
Eradicating leprosy is a priority. Over 4 million people 

are still affected by this disease today. 
You can help TLM to identify, diagnose 
and treat people with leprosy as well 
as providing ongoing medical care 
for the many other consequences of 
leprosy.

QUALITY EDUCATION
If you’re from a leprosy-affected family, you may be 
denied an education. You can help 
TLM ensure children and young people 
affected by leprosy can receive an 
education that will set them up for a 
better future.

GENDER EQUALITY
Girls and women affected by leprosy can face double 

discrimination. You can help TLM to 
support girls and women so that they 
are treated fairly in their society, can 
access proper healthcare and are able 
to make choices about their own lives, 
futures and bodies.

SUSTAINABLE CITIES AND COMMUNITIES
Living in poverty often means living in a badly constructed 
house. You can help TLM to enable 
people affected by leprosy to have 
access to safe and secure housing that is 
accessible for those with a disability.

PEACE, JUSTICE AND STRONG INSTITUTIONS
In poor countries or conflict or disaster zones, people 

affected by leprosy are among the 
most vulnerable. You can help TLM 
advocate for their right to be heard 
and included in decisions that affect 
them.

DECENT WORK AND ECONOMIC GROWTH
The stigma of leprosy, disability or poor literacy means 
you may be denied the chance to earn 
your own living. You can help TLM 
provide skills training, self-employment 
and small business loans to people 
affected by leprosy allowing them to 
become economically independent.

REDUCED INEQUALITIES
As a person affected by leprosy, you face discrimination 

every day from your family, your 
community or even your government. 
You can help TLM ensure people 
affected by leprosy are included 
and treated with dignity, fairness and 
justice in their society.



Your Impact - 5 Ladies in Dhaka
In slums and poor communities in and around Dhaka people affected 
by leprosy have faced terrible stigma and poverty.

Some had been forced out of their original homes by neighbours who 
believed they were bringing shame and disease on the community.

Some had lost their jobs because of the prejudice of their employer 
or because their disability had prevented them from working.

Some had seen their children lose out on an education when they 
were expelled because someone in their family had leprosy. Others 
were now too poor to afford the necessary books and uniform.

They were even prevented from accessing the meagre benefits that 
in theory they are entitled to.

But thanks to a growing network of self-help groups and community-
based rehablitation thousands of people, like these 5 ladies, are 
tranforming their lives and defeating their leprosy.

These groups enable people affected by leprosy to support one 
another to achieve both physical and financial security for themselves 
and their families.

Nishat (below) and Sadia (left), along with other 
ladies from their community have finished a 10 day 
course in making Jute handicrafts. The ladies all take 
such joy in their achievement, knowing that they each 
now have the potential to achieve a better future and 
ensure that their children can go to school.



Farjana’s roadside stall serves rickshaw drivers 
through the night with boiled eggs, hot milk and 
rolls. Many of the men from poorer communities 
pull rickshaws. With help and encouragement 
from her group, Farjana identified a need that she 
could meet for others in her community that gives 
her family a better future too.

Utoli is very talented with a needle and thread. She makes little dolls 
and her work is of such a good standard that she sells them to a 
major franchise of craft shops in Dhaka.

One of her dolls, called Rupa, travelled 
to Scotland in 2016 to ask for help for 
her community. Watch Rupa’s video at 
leprosymission.scot/rupa

Rang has quite serious problems caused by leprosy in both of 
her feet and in one eye. This makes many things much more 
difficult but, supported by the group around her, she has 
started an amazing little business. Rang makes mosquito nets 
for babies. Her nets can potentially save the lives of hundreds 
of babies and the income she earns gives her independence 
and gives her family hope and dignity.



Your Impact - Pradeep
Pradeep comes from a small village of Purulia district 
(West Bengal) where health facilities are poor. When 
he was 5 years old he started noticing clawing of 
his left hand fingers. He was taken to the health care 
centre in his village by his parents. He was referred to 
nearest primary health care centre for evaluation and 
treatment. There he was correctly diagnosed as having 
leprosy and he was started on multidrug therapy (MDT) 
for leprosy.

It is very positive news that even small health clinics are 
now correctly diagnosing leprosy and giving MDT but 
often that is all they do. In Pradeep’s case the medical 
staff were happy that they had diagnosed the disease, 
but an important aspect of leprosy assessment was 
missed, which includes an assessment of nerve function 
impairment. Not knowing this his family were happy and 
hopeful that his fingers would return to normal.

As his hand had a visible claw, most of his school mates 
and friends started keeping their distance from him. 
There were no verbal comments made, but the attitude 
of his teachers and fellow students were enough to tell 
him that he was being isolated. Even after completion 
of multidrug therapy his hands did not look better and 
the clawing persisted. His frustrated parents took him 
to various quacks (unskilled and untrained doctors who 
treat patients), temples and ojhas (people who claim 
that they can provide treatment by magic). 

Not surprisingly there was no improvement noticed in 
his condition, and they were becoming more and more 
helpless and hopeless. Pradeep was lonely, anxious 
and frustrated. Finally they just accepted that his hand 
couldn’t be corrected and they decided that they 
wouldn’t try any further treatment.

Pradeep’s biggest fear was what would happen to his 
education. The stigma of disease prevented him from 
going to regular classes. He was made to sit separately 
in the class. His self-confidence and self-esteem were 

shattered. The whole family were in 
a dark place when his grandfather 
came to visit. He suggested that 
they visit TLM’s Purulia Hospital. 
But because of the previous long 
struggle without results, his parents 
couldn’t face any more potential 
disappointment. Fortunately his 
grandfather decided to take him 
alone.

At the hospital a proper hand 

assessment 
was done. 
They quickly 
realised that 
his hands 
couldn’t be 
improved 
medically 
because of 
the delay in 
coming for 
help. But there was still a good chance that tendon 
transfer surgery could help - operating on someone so 
young has extra challenges and is a little controversial, 
but the potential benefits were so great that they 
agreed to go ahead.

During his time in hospital he didn’t just get help to 
overcome the physical impact of leprosy, the hospital 
counsellor also supported him to deal with many of the 
emotional and psychological effects that he had had as 
well.

After a successful operation Pradeep was happy and 
confident enough to go back to school. His father says 
that the stigma Pradeep faced will surely reduce now 
that his hands look straight.

Pradeep is now back at school and is hopeful of a 
much brighter future. During his most recent follow 
up appointment at Purulia he mentioned that he has 
made new friends and is being treated well by all his 
teachers.

The clouds of fear, depression and frustration have 
cleared.



£288,600
donations and gifts 

from supporters

£167,852
Gifts in Wills 
received from 

supporters

4328
leprosy patients 

given medical care

503
supporters gave 

a gift for 
the first time

336
people with 

leprosy received 
self-care training

177
advocacy activities

1221
children and 

young people in 
education

27
Reconstructive 

surgeries

401
supporters give 
regular, planned 

gifts

8
supporters left a 

Gift in Will

206
health workers 

trained in leprosy 
treatment and care

720
people diagnosed 

with leprosy

2460
people in 

Self-Help Groups

1322
people provided 

with assistive 
devices

163
volunteer TLM 

representatives in 
their church

72
churches and 

groups invited us 
to visit

* statistics calculated proportionally, i.e. where TLMS funds 10% of a project’s budget, 10% of project activity is counted above

Your Impact - The Headlines
Thanks to people like you, the lives of people affected by leprosy have been changed in so 
many ways during 2016.

Your Giving, Acting and Praying are what makes it possible to defeat leprosy and trans-
form lives.



2015 Finances for Comparison
Income
Individual Donations
Churches, Groups and Companies
Trusts
Government
Legacies
Gift Aid tax reclaim
Other
Total

£284,378
£91,792
£34,716
£96,506

£147,467
£27,887
£6,307

£689,053

(41.3%)
(13.3%)
(5.0%)

(14.0%)
(21.4%)
(4.0%)
(0.9%)

Income

£599,270

Other
£6,221
(1.0%)

Individual
Donations
£185,427
(30.9%)

Churches, 
Groups and 
Companies
£103,173
(17.2%)

Trusts
£10,953
(1.8%)

Government
£100,000
(16.7%)

Legacies
£167,852
(28.0%)

Gift Aid
tax reclaim
£25,644
(4.3%)

Finances



This summary financial information is not the statutory accounts but has been derived from the audited financial statements for 
the period from 1 January 2016 to 31 December 2016, which were approved by the Trustees on 3 June 2016, and other 
financial information.  The full statements have been audited and given an unqualified report.  Copies of the full statements have 
been submitted to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.

This summary may not contain sufficient information to allow for a full understanding of the financial affairs of the charity.  The 
full accounts, including the audit report, may be obtained from The Leprosy Mission Scotland.

Expenditure
Charitable Activities
Costs of Generating Income
Governance Costs
Total

£557,468
£190,873
£11,022

£759,363

(73.4%)
(25.1%)
(1.5%)

Expenditure

£638,530

Governance 
Costs

£15,084
(2.4%)

Charitable
Activities

£478,575
(74.9%)

Costs of 
Generating 

Income
£144,871
(22.7%)
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