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What Is Leprosy?
Leprosy is a mildly-infectious disease associated with 
poverty.

It causes nerve damage and, if left untreated, leads to 
loss of feeling in the hands and feet, making everyday 
activities fraught with danger.

Burns, blisters and other minor injuries go unnoticed 
leading to more serious injuries and ulcers.

These injuries can lead to permanent disfigurement and 
disability.

Leprosy also damages nerves in the face causing 
problems with blinking. Robbed of this simple action, a 
person can go blind. Leprosy cannot be caught by touch 
and most people have natural immunity to the disease.

It mostly occurs where there is dirty water, poor nutrition 
and low standards of living, meaning a person’s immune 
system is weakened and they are unable to fight the 
disease.

It is thought, however, that a person needs to live in 
close contact with someone with untreated leprosy for a 
prolonged period in order to contract the disease.

Where Is Leprosy?
The World Health Organisation reported that 214,783 
people were diagnosed with leprosy in 2016. That’s 
about 1 every 2 minutes.

More than half of them were in India. The next largest 
numbers were in Brazil and Indonesia. Fewer than 20 
countries report more than 1000 people being newly 
diagnosed with leprosy each year but leprosy still exists 
at some level in most countries in South and Central 
America, Africa and Asia. 

Because of the reluctance of leprosy patients to seek 
treatment for fear of the stigma surrounding the 

disease, The Leprosy Mission Scotland believes these 
figures under-represent the true number of people 
affected by leprosy.

The number of people being diagnosed with leprosy 
has remained largely static for the last ten years which 
indicates that there is continuing transmission of the 
disease.

The Leprosy Mission is working with other organisations 
to find preventative measures that can stop transmission 
and, eventually bring about the eradication of leprosy.

How You Defeat Leprosy
The Leprosy Mission Scotland support projects in 7 
countries in Africa and Asia.

We are part of The Leprosy Mission’s global family 
operating in about 30 countries around the world to 
break the chains of leprosy, empower people to obtain 
healing, attain dignity and be able to lead a full life. 
Inspired by the love of Jesus and following His example, 
we seek to demonstrate His message through the love 
and compassion we show towards people affected by 
leprosy.

Thanks to the generous gifts, actions and prayers of 
people like you we are able to provide treatment for 

leprosy, surgery to restore damaged limbs and enable 
eyes to blink again. We support people to overcome 
the effects of leprosy through physiotherapy, self-care 
training and other rehabilitation services.

We can also help people to transform their lives through 
the provision of education, vocational training and 
livelihood support so that they can feed and clothe their 
family and play a full and dignified part in the life of 
their community.

Together we raise our voice to demand equality for 
people affected by leprosy, for their rights to be upheld 
and for prejudice and stigma to be overcome.



Defeating Leprosy - Three Zeroes
To defeat leprosy once and for all. We need to achieve these three “zeroes”

Zero Transmission
Or to put it another way - stop people from catching leprosy.

This means working to diagnose and treat people affected by 
it sooner so that they can’t pass it on.

It also means taking part in research to understand those parts 
of the transmission process that we don’t fully understand yet.

The Leprosy Mission has set a specific goal that we want to see
no new cases of leprosy by 2035

Zero Disabilies
If it goes untreated, leprosy damages a persons nerves, 
robbing them of feeling and/or mobility in the affected 
areas.

These impairments lead to ever more severe disabilities.

To stop this happening we need to diagnose and treat 
people affected by it sooner, before any permanent 
damage can occur.

It also means we need to offer more, and better, 
support, therapy, surgery, aids and devices to enable 
people who are already disabled to live safe and 
dignified lives

Zero Discrimination
Leprosy is an ancient disease surrounded by many 
myths and prejudices.

To end discrimination we need to ensure that the truth 
about leprosy is spoken loudly and clearly in every 
situation. It means giving people affected by leprosy 
the confidence, abilty and agency in their on lives to 
speak up for their rights and challenge injustice.

It also means advocating for discriminatory laws in 
countries around the world to be repealed or replaced.

Circles Within Circles
The three zeroes also impact upon each other.

Early detection and reducing transmission leads to fewer 
people who are likely to develop disabilities in the future.

Preventing disability will remove much of the stigma and 
prejudice surrounding leprosy.

Ending discrimination means that people will not be afraid 
to come for treatment, and will come earlier. The barriers 
facing people with a disability will also be overcome.



Your Impact: Secure Homes In Nigeria
A vital project that you have helped for many years is 
IDEA (Integration, Dignity and Economic Advancement) in 
Nigeria.

IDEA Nigeria is a membership organisation for people 
affected by leprosy across the country. It works at 
national, state and local community levels to campaign 
for the rights of people affected by leprosy to be upheld, 
to tackle, reduce and prevent stigma and discrimination 
and to support families and communities to build better 
livelihoods to work their way out of poverty, to access 
education for their children and to be able to play a full 
and equal role in wider society.

Gifts and prayers from Scotland enable IDEA members 
to increase their reach and influence across Nigeria 
transforming lives and communities like at Kuta.

Kuta Leprosy Community is the Shiroro area of Niger 
State, Nigeria. The community came into being because 
of the exclusion, stigma and discrimination face by 
people affected by leprosy in the surrounding area. 
At Kuta they formed a new community where they and 
their families could feel safe.

The community now has a population of about 300, of 
whom about 30 are directly affected by leprosy. The 
people who live at Kuta are largely subsistence farmers, 
living hand to mouth on what they can grow on the land 
surrounding the village.

Support from The Leprosy Mission in Nigeria in recent 

years has significantly improved the quality of life 
at Kuta. They now have clean drinking water and an 
electricity supply.

These improvements have attracted other people from 
neighbouring villages to come and live in the community. 
It is wonderful to see some of the stigma that the Kuta 
residents had previously experienced being broken 
down.

However, new tensions arose over the land around the 
village, the long term residents faced being displaced 
again as they lacked well-documented land title deeds. 
Nobody outside of the Kuta community had ever had 
any interest in the land before, avoiding the whole area 
because of the leprosy community.

Suddenly, however, the local government authority was 
taking an interest in both the village and their farms 
and made plans to use the area for development and 
residential purposes.

Surveyors came. The whole area was marked out into 
plots that were sold to non-residents who received 
approved land ownership title deeds.

People affected by leprosy and their families who had 
lived at Kuta for decades were asked to relocate with 
no consideration having been made of where they 
would move to or how they would support themselves 
having lost their farms.



With your support one of the functions of IDEA is to train 
and support people affected by leprosy to know their 
rights and how to speak up for themselves.

At Kuta IDEA members within the community had 
received training in both Advocacy and in what is known 
as the “Rights-based Approach to Development”. This 
equipped them to engage with officials to demand that 
their rights to the land and their basic human rights be 
respected.

They also formed links with the National Human Rights 
Commission and the Legal Aid Council who could 
support them in their efforts, if required.

IDEA representatives from Kuta community paid 
advocacy visits to the Traditional Monarch in Minna 
and the Local Government authorities to advocate for 
the inclusion of community members in the process to 
allocate and develop the land around their community.

Their confidence in themselves, and in their case, 
even allowed them to approach the recently retired 
Permanent Secretary of the Federal Civil Service, and 
man held in high esteem across the whole country, and 
especially in Shiroro, where he originally came from. 
He now volunteers as The Leprosy Mission Nigeria’s 
Goodwill Ambassador and took up their case on a visit 
to the local authority.

All their efforts paid off. The Shiroro Local Government 
has given land title deeds to 10 families in Kuta leprosy 
community. They no longer face being displaced and 
can continue to farm their land as they always have.

The residents at Kuta put in a lot of hard work to 
make this happen, but ultimately it is thanks to you that 
the Kuta community has been saved. IDEA in Nigeria 
receives no other outside support other than gifts from 
here in Scotland. Your gifts made it possible for the Kuta 
residents to receive the help, support and training that 
they needed to take on the local authority, to challenge 
what was happening to them and to ensure their rights 
were upheld.

You have given them the skills and confidence that they 
needed. 

With their new-found awareness of their rights and 
confidence in their own abilities they are continuing to 
speak up and to advocate 
for improved services from 
their local authorities.

The leader of the IDEA 
group in the leprosy 
community said “….I can 
now sleep with my eyes 
closed as we no longer 
live with the fear of  being 
displaced any more. Our 
local authorities are fully 
aware of  our existence 
and therefore now include 
us in their development 
programmes within the 
community.”



The ducks are quacking restlessly in their shed.

Joymohan and his wife and children can hear them first 
thing in the morning when they wake up on their new 
beds in their little house with its corrugated iron roof 
and walls.

Soon it will be time to get up to collect the eggs. Selling 
the eggs at the market, or even door-to-door has given 
them this better life. A life which has a safe, dry place 
to sleep, enough food to eat and the respect of their 
neighbours.

But before the eggs there was you. Before you helped 
him, Joymohan’s life was very different.

He had been left with nothing because he has leprosy.

For 15 years he suffered the dreadful effects of 
leprosy. For nearly 13 years he had repeated ulcers 
and was in pain.

At the government hospital he was given the wrong 
diagnosis.

Local people suggested he needed to make an offering 
of a goose egg. But Joymohan was so hungry he just ate 
it.

Somebody tied up his arms and 
used a snapper fish with sharp 
teeth to let blood from his fingers.
He even travelled from his home in Bangladesh to India 
to try to get help.

His search for a cure cost him everything. He lost land he 
had for crops, his wife ended up labouring in the field 
for others.

The Leprosy Mission’s 
Leprosy Control 
Project, based 
in Dhaka, found 
Joymohan nearly 3 
years ago. For the 
first time he received 
the correct treatment 
for his leprosy – he is 
cured!

His hands are now 
stable but he has pain in his ankles and can’t blink. So 
far he has been too afraid to have the operation that 
could fix his eyes.

He was cured, but his family still had nothing – their 
home wasn’t waterproof, they had no food and they 
were sleeping on the mud floor of their house.

He is too proud to accept hand outs but with your help 
his family have turned things around.

Self Help Groups provide a means for people affected 
by leprosy to receive support within their community. 
People can access training and the small funds needed 
to start working for themselves. Work that is safe for 
them with their impairment or disability. Work that is 
profitable so that they can escape poverty. Work that is 
dignified to help break down the stigma of leprosy.

Your gifts meant that the self-help group was able to 
give Joymohan training and support to have this little 
flock of 50 ducks. The duck eggs provide the vital 
income that means Joymohan can provide for his family.

Your gifts will go on helping Joymohan, and many more 

Your Impact: Joy and Hope



like him, through these self-help groups long in to the 
future.

Joymohan has a beaming smile because he knows that 
he has worked to provide for his family with dignity.

He has been playing an active role in the self help 
group ever since and is now one of the group leaders, 
helping both his own family and others like them who 
find themselves in desperate poverty because of 
leprosy.

He hopes that his children will be able to get a good 
education so they can find work.

“There is joy in me now”, he says.

Your, and some ducks, have transformed his life.

You can see a video of Joymohan and his ducks at
leprosymission.scot/ducks



Your Impact: Healing and Love
As a child Ram loved to run and play with his friends, 
all kinds of playground games or running and catching 
each other. He played games at school, but he became 
irregular, then stopped attending school when he 
started to suffer from swollen feet and hands and the 
20-25 minute walk to school became too painful. He 
was 8 or 9 years old. Nobody his mother spoke to knew 
what was wrong.

2-3 years later (aged 11-12) he was taken to Lalgadh 
Hospital where he was diagnosed with leprosy. When 
Ram was diagnosed with leprosy, his father abandoned 
him saying “Let him die”.

At such a young age he did not understand the stigma 
of leprosy or why he was being rejected.

As a young child he did not know how to properly 
self care. He would wear sandals that offered little 
protection so his feet would blister in the heat which 
eventually became ulcers.

At 14 he was referred 
to Anandaban Hospital 
for these to be looked at, 
where it was decided that 
his left leg would need 
to be amputated. He 
travelled to Anandaban 
by ambulance alone, 
faced the amputation 

surgery alone and during his 6 month recovery, received 
no visitors.

Because his Father had rejected him, he was unable 
to return home to be with his mother, who also has no 
income to provide for him. He was sent back to Lalgadh 

Hospital, where he lives alongside the elderly in a care 
home, with a new prosthetic leg made at Anandaban.

With the difficulty of walking with an artificial leg, 
he fell and broke the leg that had previously been 
partially amputated. He returned to Anandaban where 
he had surgery to insert a plate in his leg.

Your gifts and prayers enabled him to be helped at 
Anandaban Hospital.

He returned to Anandaban again to have the plate 
removed. During his whole 2 – 3 months in hospital after 
surgery, no-one came to visit him.

You showed him that he is not alone; that there are 
people who care for him from the other side of the 
world and who want him to have the best possible 
future.

Ram has a new prosthetic leg, made at Anandaban 
Hospital which has restored his independence and 
dignity.

His father has now 
moved to work in Saudi 
Arabia, so Ram hopes 
he can return home to 
live with his mother. He 
has not met his Father 
for so long that he does 
not know if he will now 
accept him, if his father 
were to return from 
Saudi Arabia. He does 
know that if he is again 
rejected, then he would 
be able to return to the 
hospital to live.

In the future he will 
need to return to 
Anandaban as he 
grows to receive 
new artificial limbs. 
Disability Prevention 
Training means that he knows how to take care of his 
leg properly and to prevent future injury.

He doesn’t know what his future might hold but thanks to 
you he knows that he is not alone and can get help and 
support when he needs it.



£268,767
donations and gifts 

from supporters

£214,506
Gifts in Wills 
received from 

supporters

2324
leprosy patients 

given medical care

385
supporters gave 

a gift for 
the first time

277
people with 

leprosy received 
self-care training

295
advocacy activities

701
children and 

young people in 
education

55
Reconstructive 

surgeries

382
supporters give 
regular, planned 

gifts

17
supporters left a 

Gift in Will

309
health workers 

trained in leprosy 
treatment and care

414
people diagnosed 

with leprosy

1209
people in 

Self-Help Groups

747
people provided 

with assistive 
devices

164
volunteer TLM 

representatives in 
their church

56
churches and 

groups invited us 
to visit

* statistics calculated proportionally, i.e. where TLMS funds 10% of a project’s budget, 10% of project activity is counted above

Your Impact - The Headlines
Thanks to people like you, the lives of people affected by leprosy have been changed in so 
many ways during 2017.

Your Giving, Acting and Praying are what makes it possible to defeat leprosy and trans-
form lives.



2016 Finances for Comparison
Income
Individual Donations
Churches, Groups and Companies
Trusts
Legacies
Gift Aid tax reclaim
Other
Government
Total

£185,427
£103,173
£10,953

£167,852
£25,644
£6,221

£100,000
£599,270

(30.9%)
(17.2%)
(1.8%)

(28.0%)
(4.3%)
(1.0%)

(16.7%)

Income

£582,235

Individual
Donations
£197,006
(33.8%)

Churches, 
Groups and 
Companies
£71,761
(12.3%)

Trusts
£65,756
(11.3%)

Legacies
£214,506
(36.8%)

Gift Aid
tax reclaim
£29,545
(5.1%)

Other
£3,661
(0.6%)

Finances



This summary financial information is not the statutory accounts but has been derived from the audited financial statements for 
the period from 1 January 2017 to 31 December 2017, which were approved by the Trustees on 2 June 2017, and other 
financial information.  The full statements have been audited and given an unqualified report.  Copies of the full statements have 
been submitted to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.

This summary may not contain sufficient information to allow for a full understanding of the financial affairs of the charity.  The 
full accounts, including the audit report, may be obtained from The Leprosy Mission Scotland.

Expenditure
Charitable Activities
Costs of Generating Income
Governance Costs
Total

£478,575
£144,871
£15,084

£638,530

(74.9%)
(22.7%)
(2.4%)

Expenditure

£603,828

Governance 
Costs

£13,595
(2.3%)

Charitable
Activities

£413,667
(68.5%)

Costs of 
Generating 

Income
£176,566
(29.2%)
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