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What Is Leprosy?
Leprosy is a mildly-infectious disease associated with 
poverty.

It causes nerve damage and, if left untreated, leads to 
loss of feeling in the hands and feet, making everyday 
activities fraught with danger.

Burns, blisters and other minor injuries go unnoticed 
leading to more serious injuries and ulcers.

These injuries can lead to permanent disfigurement and 
disability.

Leprosy also damages nerves in the face causing 
problems with blinking. Robbed of this simple action, a 
person can go blind. Leprosy cannot be caught by touch 
and most people have natural immunity to the disease.

It mostly occurs where there is dirty water, poor nutrition 
and low standards of living, meaning a person’s immune 
system is weakened and they are unable to fight the 
disease.

It is thought, however, that a person needs to live in 
close contact with someone with untreated leprosy for a 
prolonged period in order to contract the disease.

Where Is Leprosy?
The World Health Organisation reported that 210,617 
people were diagnosed with leprosy in 2017. That’s 
about 1 every 2 minutes.

More than half of them were in India. The next largest 
numbers were in Brazil and Indonesia. Fewer than 20 
countries report more than 1000 people being newly 
diagnosed with leprosy each year but leprosy still exists 
at some level in most countries in South and Central 
America, Africa and Asia. 

Because of the reluctance of leprosy patients to seek 
treatment for fear of the stigma surrounding the 

disease, The Leprosy Mission Scotland believes these 
figures under-represent the true number of people 
affected by leprosy.

The number of people being diagnosed with leprosy 
has remained largely static for the last ten years which 
indicates that there is continuing transmission of the 
disease.

The Leprosy Mission is working with other organisations 
to find preventative measures that can stop transmission 
and, eventually bring about the eradication of leprosy.

How You Defeat Leprosy
In 2018 The Leprosy Mission Scotland supported 
projects in 7 countries in Africa and Asia.

We are part of The Leprosy Mission’s global family 
operating in about 30 countries around the world to 
break the chains of leprosy, empower people to obtain 
healing, attain dignity and be able to lead a full life. 
Inspired by the love of Jesus and following His example, 
we seek to demonstrate His message through the love 
and compassion we show towards people affected by 
leprosy.

Thanks to the generous gifts, actions and prayers of 
people like you we are able to provide treatment for 

leprosy, surgery to restore damaged limbs and enable 
eyes to blink again. We support people to overcome 
the effects of leprosy through physiotherapy, self-care 
training and other rehabilitation services.

We can also help people to transform their lives through 
the provision of education, vocational training and 
livelihood support so that they can feed and clothe their 
family and play a full and dignified part in the life of 
their community.

Together we raise our voice to demand equality for 
people affected by leprosy, for their rights to be upheld 
and for prejudice and stigma to be overcome.



A Bold New Strategy Needs You!
In 2018, The Leprosy Mission adopted a new global 
strategy that will take work to defeat leprosy and 
transform lives in every member country, including 
Scotland, forward in exciting and powerful ways.

You, and people like you across Scotland, who are 
determined to see the end of leprosy are crucial; 
participants in this strategy and we are thrilled that 
together we will be able to cure, care for, and restore 
people affected by leprosy around the world.

The primary role of The Leprosy Mission Scotland 
team is fundraising - inspiring and enabling people, 
churches, and other partners to give in support of 
people affected by leprosy, As well as raising funds we 
wish to see people and churches pray and take action 
to help.

With Jesus at the heart of all we do, we will follow his 
call on The Leprosy Mission to bring about zero leprosy.

Your gifts, actions and prayers:
enable people affected by leprosy to be diagnosed, 
treated and cured. Quick diagnosis should prevent them 
from becoming disabled and once treatment has started 
they will no longer pass it on to anyone else.
support research that will identify new ways to stop 
leprosy spreading.
provide long term care for people disabled by leprosy 
to overcome their disability or to live and work safely 
with it.
uphold people affected by leprosy as they work 
together to stand up against discrimination in all its 
forms, at all levels from individuals and families up to 
national governments.
give The Leprosy Mission a powerful voice to speak on 
behalf of those who can’t speak for themselves.

This review shows just a little of what you made possible 
last year, imagine what we can achive together next.



Usha was just 15 when the effects of leprosy first 
took hold of her hands and feet, robbing her of 
feeling and turning her hand into an ugly claw.

She was shunned and excluded by her neighbours 
when they found out she had leprosy. They made 
her leave her home and the village. They told other 
people to stay away from her too.

“They hate you because you have leprosy” 
someone told her later.

Lost and alone, her condition got worse and worse. 
Because she can’t feel her right foot at all she 
developed ulcers, a severe infection and the bones 
in her foot and leg began to shorten.

When Usha arrived at Green Pastures Hospital, the 
team diagnosed her leprosy and treated her with 

multi-drug therapy. With surgery and good care, 
her ulcers were cleaned and the infection cleared 
up. 

They were just in time. A few more months and her 
leg would have had to be amputated. 

Most men in this area would never consider 
marrying a woman affected by leprosy and 
disfigured like Usha. Biswa was different. He saw 
through the disfigurement and was moved with 
compassion and pity – he knew he wanted to take 
care of her and protect her.

It was Biswa who brought her back to Green 
Pastures recently when her ulcers became worse 
again. They have stayed ever since.

Last year we introduced supporters to Usha and Biswa from Nepal.

Usha had lost everything when she contracted leprosy as a teenager.

She has been helped over many years by Green Patures Hospital and by you.

Your support means that Usha, and others like her will receive all the help that 
they need to defeat their leprosy.

Your Impact: New Hope In Nepal



The couple say they like living at Green Pastures as 
it is so peaceful. This oasis of hope is only available 
for people affected by leprosy thanks to your 
support - your gifts and prayers.

They both work on the farm and are paid 330 
Rupees per person per day. They also have a 
house to live in and a plot of their own land so 
they can do their own farming. This is helping them 
to grow food to eat themselves and also to sell so 
they can save more money.

For a while they considered taking the money they 
saved from working on the farm and borrowing a 
little more to open a little shop near the hospital.

There are a number of shops and other businesses 
nearby which are run by former patients of the 
hospital. They face no discrimination from the wider 
community and many of them are thriving, bustling 

little places.

In the end they weren’t able to open the shop that 
they had been thinking about – for a number of 
reasons including that without children there would 
be nobody to help them or to take it over as they 
get older. 

They are happy to still be working on the hospital 
farm with a decent place to live and a respectable 
way to be making a living. They were very grateful 
to know that people from across the world were 
interested in their story and in helping everyone 
who receives the great care that Green Pastures 
delivers.

Your support has turned their life around and 
allowed them to hope for an even better future, 
living how they want to live, where they want to 
live, in safety. Thanks to you.

In 2018

Green Pastures Hospital assisted 2456 people 
affected by leprosy.

106 new people were diagnosed with leprosy.

54 leprosy-related surgeries were carried out.

357 people received self-care training to prevent 
future injury or ulcers because of their leprosy.

630 medical professionals were trained in leprosy 
detection and treatment.



Your Impact: Walking Again
Hosain is seven years old and because of leprosy he could no longer walk to 
school or run and play with his friends.

His parents didn’t know where to turn for help and couldn’t find anyone who 
knew what was wrong with their son.

Thanks to you Hosain is getting the help he needs. And other families will be 
able to as well.

The weakness in his foot came on over the course of 
a few weeks. Gradually becoming a pronounced 
foot-drop.

John, the Program Leader for The Leprosy Mission 
in Chittagong, said that his family thought the 
problem was a supernatural one.

“They thought it was the act of a ghost, so his father 
took him to the Imam (Muslim religious leader).” The 
Imam, who knew nothing about leprosy, “treated” 
him for three days but there was no improvement.

Hosain’s father, Naser, tried again to get help for 
his son. He took him to a government doctor.

The doctor took x-rays, admitted Hosain to 
hospital and gave him drugs for a week. Again 
there was no improvement. Because there was no 
improvement the doctor diagnosed his foot-drop as 
“General Weakness” and sent him home.

Naser carried Hosain on his shoulders or on his lap 
across the city looking for help because he couldn’t 
walk.

Eventually they reached a doctor who had 
been trained by The Leprosy Mission’s team in 
Chittagong. He was able to diagnose his leprosy 
and to refer him to the right place to help his foot. 
(photo, left: the day Hosain was diagnosed with 
leprosy)

Thanks to you Hosain is now cured of his leprosy.

With physiotherapy he is regaining the use of his 
foot and can now proudly lift it again (photo, right).

Soon he will be able to walk to school again and 
will be running and playing outside just like all the 
other boys.

Naser and Jasmin, his wife, are thrilled to see 
Hosain getting stronger every day.



“We were very afraid, not knowing if  there 
were any treatment for the disease or if  
the leg of  our son would be strong again. 
We are so happy now that our son will 
walk, run and go to school again. We thank 
you very much for your care for him.”

And Hosain isn’t the only one you’ve helped.

Thanks to you, Community Activists from across the 
city are being trained to recognise the early signs 
in their communities. They will be able to direct 
people to where they can get the right help.

Thanks to you, doctors and clinics across the city are 
gaining a better understanding of how to diagnose 
and treat leprosy. And they are being supported 
and resourced to treat it themselves, locally.

Thanks to you John and his team are making big 
strides towards defeating leprosy across their city.

To maximise the support available for people like Hosain across Chittagong, donations to this campaign 
were doubled.

6 generous supporters from all over Scotland matched the gifts made pound-for-pound.

We give thanks to God for their generosity and love for people affected by leprosy.

In 2018

In Chittagong area alone, 83 people were 
diagnosed with leprosy.

Health centres in 100% of local community areas 
can diagnose & treat people affected by leprosy.

482 people required treatment from The Leprosy 
Mission rather than community health centres.

75% of the public now express a positive attitude 
towards leprosy

You also supported:

DBLM Hospital providing advanced leprosy care for the whole of northern Bangladesh.
In 2018, there were 154 leprosy-related surgeries conducted, 372 people received a prosthesis or other 
mobility aid, 335 people had counselling to support them in dealing with the effects of leprosy.

Community Based Rehabilitation in and around Dhaka.
In 2018 54 new self-help groups with 599 members were formed. 89% of members were female. 120 
children of self-help group members received educational support.



Your Impact: New Life In India

Both of Munia’s feet became numb and cracked. 
When her appearance started to change, her 
wider family and community became afraid. She 
was beaten regularly because of the ‘shame’ she 
brought on them. Her uncle, and others, set her on 
fire and chased her away with knives and sticks in 
order to remove the ‘curse’ from among them.

Thankfully she escaped, but with nowhere to go 
and no way to support herself because of her 
disabilities she ended up living on a railway 
platform, begging to survive.

The kindness of a stranger saved her life.

He recognised what she needed and rather than 
passing by on the other side he took her to Purulia 
Leprosy Hospital where, for the first time in what 
felt like years, she was treated with gentleness, 
respect and love.

Munia received the medicine to cure her leprosy 
and to heal her wounds; a bed, food and clean 
clothes. Tragically, her left foot was so badly 
infected that it had to be amputated - the only way 
to save her life.

It has been a long road, but Munia is thriving. 

For a while she needed a wheelchair to get around 
but is now able to walk, slowly, using shoes made 
especially for her at the hospital.

A literacy programme at the hospital has helped 
her to learn to read and write. She still has a long 
way to go but her bed is often covered in books 
and notebooks - she is determined to succeed.

Her hands are too badly deformed for the 
operations that helped Deji (see p6) to be of any 
help.

Despite this she has learned some basic cutting and 
sewing. She would like to make herself useful and 
be able to mend, or even make, clothes.

For now she is building up her skills making rag 
rugs (she has a captive market among the visitors 
to the hospital - Stuart bought one when he last 
visited and it brings back strong memories).

As her confidence and skills grow, she looks forward 
to a day when she can leave the hospital, perhaps 
to go to a Vocational Training Centre or somewhere 
that she will find a safe home where she can 
support herself.

When the first subtle signs of leprosy appeared in her teens, Munia and her mum 
didn’t know what they were and just ignored them, hoping they would go away. 

But they didn’t.



Walking, reading, writing, sewing and looking 
forward to the future.

Her life has been transformed from the girl with no 
hope, rescued from the fire and the railway station. 
Your support has changed her life.

“Thank you, your kindness saved my life”

Every day more people arrive at Purulia Hospital 
looking for a place of healing, safety and hope.
Thankfully very few of them have been through the 
ordeal that Munia has, but your gifts and prayers 
mean that they are welcomed, cared for and loved  
in Jesus name.

Jesus told a story of a of a stranger who didn’t 
pass by but stopped to help a man in desperate 
need going out of his way, at his own expense to 
make sure he could be healed and loved. Then he 
asked:

“Who was a neighbour to the man who was 
attacked?”

“The one who showed him mercy”

“You go and do likewise”

The man at the station did.

And so do you when you give, act or pray to help 
people like Munia.

In 2018

Purulia Hospital treated 499 people with a new 
diagnosis of leprosy.

82 reconstructive surgeries were performed as well 
as 132 other leprosy-related surgeries.

100% of new leprosy patients received eye 
examinations and access to counselling.

1088 pairs of protective footwear were distributed 
to patients (plus 4165 to government clinics)



2017 Finances for Comparison
Income
Individual Donations
Churches, Groups and Companies
Trusts
Legacies
Gift Aid tax reclaim
Other
Total

£197,006
£71,761
£65,756

£214,506
£29,545
£3,661

£582,235

(33.8%)
(12.3%)
(11.3%)
(36.8%)
(5.1%)
(0.6%)

Income

£1,139,991

Individual
Donations
£182,791
(16.0%)

Churches, 
Groups and 
Companies
£82,461
(7.2%)

Trusts
£33,714
(2.9%)

Legacies
£818,450
(71.4%)

Gift Aid
tax reclaim
£25,442
(2.2%)

Other
£2,789
(0.2%)

Finances



This summary financial information is not the statutory accounts but has been derived from the audited financial statements for 
the period from 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018, which were approved by the Trustees on 1 June 2018, and other 
financial information.  The full statements have been audited and given an unqualified report.  Copies of the full statements have 
been submitted to the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.

This summary may not contain sufficient information to allow for a full understanding of the financial affairs of the charity.  The 
full accounts, including the audit report, may be obtained from The Leprosy Mission Scotland.

Expenditure
Charitable Activities
Costs of Generating Income
Governance Costs
Total

£413,667
£176,566
£13,595

£603,828

(68.5%)
(29.2%)
(2.3%)

Expenditure

£730,987

Governance 
Costs

£17,235
(2.4%)

Charitable
Activities

£523,710
(71.6%)

Costs of 
Generating 

Income
£190,042
(26.0%)
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We were blessed to receive very generous legacy gifts in 2018. 
These enabled us to increase project support in 2018, and into the future.

If you would like to leave a legacy of leprosy defeated and lives transformed, 
a gift in your will of any size will continue your impact for years to come.

Speak to your solicitor about adding a gift to The Leprosy Mission Scotland 
in your will. For more information, contact our office to request a new legacy 
brochure (available from autumn 2019).


