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2021
eradicating leprosy,
one person at a time

In 2021 we supported projects that will make leprosy a thing of the

past in 6 partner countries in Africa and Asia:

Bangladesh, India, Myanmar,

Nepal, Nigeria and Tanzania

leprosymission.scot

As part of The Leprosy Mission Global Fellowship 

we will make leprosy a thing of the past.

There will be Zero Leprosy. 

Zero leprosy means achieving the "Three Zeroes"

Every project we supported works towards these goals.

Our Plan to eradicate leprosy:

Zero Transmission by 2035

Leprosy will no longer be actively spreading in the community

The number of new cases being detected will soon drop to zero

Zero Disability

Zero Discrimination

Leprosy is the world's leading cause of preventable disability

The right care and prevention will mean and end to physical

disability and mental health problems because of leprosy

130 laws in 29 countries discriminate against people with leprosy

Superstitions and myths lead to fear and rejection

When their voice is heard, people will achieve justice and dignity

Alice 
Cruz is the 
United Nations 
Special Rapporteur for 
people affected by leprosy. In 
June, she voiced her concern to 
the Human Rights Council over the 
drop in new leprosy cases being treated 
because health workers struggled to reach 
communities during lockdowns. Alice said that 
people affected by leprosy were all too often 
‘invisible and forgotten’.

“There is no building back better if 
states fail to put those who have been 
systematically pushed furthest behind 
at the centre of recovery efforts.”

Alice Cruz, UN Special Rapporteur on the elimination of 
discrimination against persons affected by leprosy.

A second year in a row was defined by the global 
impact of COVID-19.

For another year it has rolled around the world in 
waves leaving anguish and heartache in its wake.

But through it all I was struck again and again 
by the compassionate love of people from all over 
Scotland for people in desperate need around the 
world.

The virus has been indiscriminate in its 
devastation around the world.

In the communities we serve, lockdown risked 
causing as many deaths as the virus.

It also meant that many programmes to spot, 
treat and stop leprosy had to be restricted or 
even stopped altogether. Sometimes for months 
at a time to comply with lockdowns and other 
restrictions.

The latest statistics published by the World 
Health Organisation reveal that the number of 
people treated for leprosy fell by 37% between 
2019 and 2020. 

Reports from our partners in Africa and Asia 
suggest that when the 2021 statistics are 

released they will show a very similar picture.

It would be great to think that this 
means we are well on our way to 

achieving Zero Transmission of 
leprosy but in fact the opposite 

is true.

In 2020 and 2021 
thousands of 

people have gone 
undiagnosed with 

leprosy because 
they couldn’t 

travel to see 
a doctor, or 

a doctor 
couldn’t come 
to them.

In the coming years this will lead 
to increased transmission of 
leprosy in communities around 
the world. And many of them are 
at increased risk of developing 
disabilities.

There will be a greater need than 
ever to spot it fast, treat it early 
and stop it from spreading to 
more people and devastating 
more lives.

Throughout the pandemic I 
think we all gained a deeper 
understanding of what it means 
to be isolated and separated - 
something that people affected 
by leprosy have known for years.

I pray that this moves all of us to 
step up to do more to eradicate 
leprosy, one person at a time. To 
find the missing millions.

In this Annual Review you can 
read about how your support, 
your gifts and your prayers, have 
touched people in need this year. 

After the pandemic people say 
we should “build back better”. 
Thanks to the medical care, 
social care, education, advocacy 
and research that you make 
possible, “better” will mean Zero 
Leprosy.

You will have finished what Jesus 
started and made leprosy a thing 
of the past.

I’m looking forward to that day, 
and to the journey we will take 
together to get there.

Thank you and God bless you,

Linda Todd
Chief Executive



Nearly all of the problems caused by leprosy can be traced back to it

not being spotted quickly enough.

A key part of making leprosy a thing of the past is finding and

recognising the early signs of leprosy in time to prevent long term

consequences.

In 2021, projects supported by people in Scotland ensured leprosy was

spotted in their communities.

2021
Spot It

leprosymission.scot

Early detection is vital to preventing 

transmission and disability.

625

398

people were diagnosed with

leprosy

many others are referred to

us after being diagnosed

elsewhere

health workers and

community volunteers were

trained to recognise the

early signs of leprosy, to

diagnose it themselves, or to

refer someone for the

correct diagnosis

At six years old, Prisha “didn’t have a care 
in the world” despite coming from a very 
poor family. Until,

Her parents noticed a pale patch on 
her face. But they didn’t worry about it 
– children get blotchy skin from time to 
time, don’t they? It wasn’t causing her 
any problems, surely it would just go 
away by itself in time.

But in Prisha’s case it didn’t go away, 
instead it grew to cover her whole cheek. 
Then other patches appeared on other 
parts of her body – and she couldn’t feel 
anything in any of them.

Eventually, her parents became worried 
enough to speak to a local doctor who 
referred them to Purulia Hospital.

As well as the patches, doctors at Purulia 
saw that she had weakness in one of her 
fingers. She was diagnosed with leprosy 
and nerve inflammation.

Prisha started the MDT treatment for 
leprosy immediately but would have 
to be admitted as an inpatient for the 
inflammation to be treated and so that 
she could be taught how to take care of 
her weak fingers.

When she was admitted, the doctors 
asked to examine the rest of the family – 
to see if anyone else was infected.

Prisha’s mother, Suga, and one of her 
older sisters were also diagnosed with 
leprosy.

Your support has allowed Prisha to start 
having physiotherapy for her hands and 
her doctors hope that her hands will 
recover completely.

After she is discharged, 
Prisha and Suga will have to 
come to Purulia Hospital for 
monthly check-ups and regular 
medication. They can also visit 
the hospital at any other time if 
any new problems arise.

Thanks to your love and 
compassion, this long term care 
is there for Prisha for as long as 
she needs it.

It is likely that, even after she is 
cured, the pale patch on her face 
will remain visible. She may 
face stigma and discrimination 
later because of it. The team at 
Purulia will continue to counsel 
her to help her to face these 
problems. 

Your kindness has not only 
cured Prisha physically, you will 
continue to support her to deal 
with the long term effects of 
leprosy for years to come.

A family free 
from leprosy

leprosy
spotted

Thanks to you

Leprosy was diagnosed in hospitals 
and during community outreach

Medical staff and community 
volunteers were trained to 
recognise leprosy

Binoba’s leprosy was spotted 
and he got the treatment he 
needed



Leprosy is curable! The drugs to treat it are  free. A course of treatment

to cure leprosy lasts 6 or 12 months.

By getting the treatment to people who need it fast they can be

cured before leprosy causes permanent nerve damage which could

impact the rest of their lives.

In 2021, projects supported by people in Scotland ensured leprosy was

treated affectively.

2021
treat it
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Within 2 days of treatment, 

a person is no longer infectious.

631

4591

8124

operations treated or corrected

the effects of leprosy, including

reconstructive surgeries and

amputations

Physiotherapy sessions helped

people to prevent or overcome

an impairment because of

leprosy

Assistive devices were made to

help prevent or overcome

disability or maintain

independence, including

protective shoes, walking aids

and prosthetic limbs

The cure is 
just the start

leprosy
treated

He didn’t finish school when he 
was younger but now he is keen 
to pick up his education again. 
If he could be anything he would 
choose to be an engineer.

He is worried that because he 
has had leprosy he won’t be 
welcomed back into education 
or a good job. Nobody outside 
of his immediate family 
know about his leprosy - 
they are worried about other 
people’s reactions and the 
discrimination that the whole 
family might face.

The hospital counsellor is 
supporting Bhupen. Giving 
him encouragement and the 
psychological tools to deal with 
any stigma or prejudice that he 
might have to overcome.

Thanks to you, and others like 
you, Bhupen is looking forward 
to a brighter future. A future 
where his leprosy is quite clearly 
a thing of the past.

Because of leprosy, Bhupen’s hand 
had become weak and had curled 
up into a claw shape. He wasn’t 
able to do his job at the Jute mill 
any more.

Most of the problems caused by leprosy 
can be traced back to it not being spotted 
quickly enough. If Bhupen’s leprosy had 
been spotted early it is very likely he 
would not have developed the problems 
with his hands.

Your support is helping us find people 
living with leprosy. They will receive the 
treatment they need to be cured. You 
will have stopped them from becoming 
disabled in the future.

For Bhupan though, the story doesn’t end 
there.

He has finished his course of Multi-Drug 
Therapy - he is cured of leprosy.

At The Leprosy Mission’s Anandaban 
Hospital he has had an operation on 
his hand which will give him back the 
movement he had lost.

It has been healing for 3 weeks and he 
has been doing physiotherapy. After 
another 2 weeks he will be able to go 
home.

He can fully straighten and close his 
fingers again. Bhupen gives his hand 
a score of 75% at the moment. He is 
confident that if he keeps going with his 
exercises he will get it back to 100%.

Before he leaves, his doctors will assess 
whether he needs another operation 
on his thumb or whether it can be 
strengthened with exercises and steroid 
treatment.

He is ambitious about his future. Having 
had to stop working has given him time 
to think about what he really wants to do 
with his life.

Thanks to you
People 
were cured 
of their 
leprosy with 
Multi-Drug 
Therapy

People (including 
Sunil, right) 
received the 
operation that 
they needed

Photo: Hannah Davey



Spot it early and treat it fast - thousands of people will no longer be

able to spread leprosy to their families, friends and neighbours.

Medical research will find new ways to tackle the spread of leprosy.

Stop the wider impacts of leprosy too. The disability, the discrimination

and the fear.

In 2021, projects supported by people in Scotland ensured leprosy was

stopped from causing more harm.

2021
stop it
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We will achieve zero transmission by 2035.

342

1645

14

People received education or

training that will lead to more

secure employment, lifting

families out of poverty and giving

hope and dignity

Counselling sessions helped

overcome mental health issues

caused by discrimination, stigma

or injustice

Research papers were published

leading to better understanding

of leprosy and it's treatment,

strengthening our ability to stop it

completely

A life turned 
around

leprosy
stopped

depressed.”

However, Nuhu’s life was 
about to take an upward turn. 
He was welcomed at The 
Leprosy Mission’s Orthopaedic 
Workshop in Chanchaga where 
he was made to feel at home. He 
was shown care and acceptance 
as the team fitted his bespoke 
prosthetic leg.

As well as a new leg, he has 
been supported to overcome his 
fears and depression and see 
new hope for the future.

“Now I will and be able to care 
for my animals and land that 
was given to me at Yangoji. 
This will completely change my 
life for the better!”

Thanks to you people like Nuhu 
can be helped to overcome the 
effects of leprosy on both their 
physical and mental health.

At just 18, Nuhu noticed funny patches 
on his hand. He thought nothing of it until 
ulcers began to appear on his foot.

Nuhu is a brave man. Despite his ongoing 
pain, he married and had four children, 
never knowing what was causing his 
suffering, or having any way to fix it.

This was when The Leprosy Mission first 
met Nuhu.

Nuhu heard about The Leprosy Mission 
in Nigeria, and he came seeking help. 
This was when the love of Jesus flowing 
through people like you went to work – 
providing the Multi-Drug Therapy that 
could begin healing Nuhu’s leprosy.

The treatment worked. 

Tragically, Nuhu thought that meant he 
could stop taking the healing drugs. The 
leprosy flared up, but by the time Nuhu 
returned for help at The Leprosy Mission, 
it was too late.

Nuhu’s leg had to be amputated and he 
was unable to work.

Having gone through the trauma of 
amputation, Nuhu’s suffering was not 
over. His wife, discovering that he had 
leprosy and was now an amputee, 
decided she could no longer stay with 
him. To make matters worse, his friends 
also abandoned him.

There are so many myths and 
misunderstandings surrounding 
leprosy in Nigeria that people with little 
knowledge are afraid of the disease and 
those who have it. Nuhu felt afraid too. 
Alone and scared for his future, it was no 
surprise that depression set in.

“When I lost my leg I would never go 
out and meet my friends. I became 

Thanks to you

Counsellors like Sita can support 
people through their challenges 
caused by leprosy

Researchers are discovering 
new information about leprosy 
and how we can eradicate it

Vocational Training teaches 
valuable skills to stop leprosy 
leading to a life of poverty

Groups like IDEA are 
tackling prejudice 
and unjust laws in their 
communities



2021
in scotland
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People across Scotland helped to eradicate leprosy in many ways

during this tumultuous year

2934

15 12

3512

people made a donation to help

make leprosy a thing of the past

people made a

gift in their will

people pledged

to leave a gift in

their will

people received prayer materials

to pray for people affected by

leprosy and for us to finish what

Jesus started

With churches closed and events

cancelled, countless supporters spoke

to us on the phone about their hopes

and fears and their determination to

help eradicate leprosy

Online meetings and services meant

that many who might not be able to

attend in person were able to join in

fellowship across the country

A story of 
hope

After so many different periods of 
lockdowns, partial lockdowns and other 
restrictions, supporters across Scotland 
were determined to do what they could 
to help people affected by leprosy as and 
when they were allowed to.

Our long delayed Cook Up A Curry event, 
supported by celebrity chef Tony Singh 
finally saw homes and churches across 
the country fill with the aroma of spices 
as friends gathered to share a meal and 
raise support to tackle leprosy in India.

Kiltwalkers across the country stretched 
their legs and raised over £8,000 to help 
spot, treat and stop leprosy around the 
world. Our thanks to everyone who took 
part, and to Sir Tom Hunter for adding 
50% to everything raised by everyone 
who took part in a Kiltwalk.

Friday grew up in an ordinary village in 
Nigeria. He had a loving family, Mum, 
dad and 4 brothers and sisters.

When he was 11 he began to lose the 
feeling in his foot, his hands and nose 
began to swell and he found it difficult to 
breathe. His friends began to notice when 
they were playing.

His parents took him to a local, 
traditional healer, but he couldn’t help.

It was only when his Mum took him 
to The Leprosy Mission’s hospital at 
Chanchaga that he was told he had 
leprosy and started the correct treatment 
to cure it.

When he was diagnosed, his father 

wouldn’t allow him to return home. His 
mother had to leave him at the hospital.

One of the hospital staff, Mary, who has 
had leprosy herself, took him into her 
home.

Friday attends the secondary school at 
Chanchaga village. He has one more 
year to go to finish school and then wants 
to go on to train to become a teacher.

He says that without Chanchaga 
Hospital and the help of The Leprosy 
Mission he would probably have died. He 
had no home and nowhere else to go.

He is so grateful for the help of The 
Leprosy Mission for giving him back his 
life and giving him hope  for the future.

A short film of Friday’s story 
was animated for us by 
artist Lizzy Standbrook and 
shown in churches across 
Scotland.

Later, the film became a 
finalist in the Charity Film 
Awards.

We didn’t win our category 
but after reaching the final 
it has been viewed nearly 
10,000 times on YouTube, 
raising the profile of leprosy 
and of our vital work to 
make it a thing of the past.

Fundraising 
came back



2021
Where your money goes

Income - £683,734

Individual Donations

Churches, Groups and Companies

Trusts

Legacies

Gift Aid

Other

£354,473

£57,295

£26,477

£202,036

£41,047

£2,406

51.8%

8.4%

3.9%

29.5%

6.0%

0.4%

Expenditure - £831,909

Charitable Activities

Costs of Generating Income

£656,019

£175,890

78.9%

21.1%
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Finance

Summary of Accounts
This summary financial information is not the statutory accounts but has been 
derived from the audited financial statements as approved by the Trustees, and 
other financial information. The full statements have been audited and given an 
unqualified report. Copies of the full statements have been submitted to the Office of 
the Scottish Charity Regulator and Companies House. The summary below may not 
contain sufficient information to allow for a full understanding of the financial affairs 
of the charity. The full accounts, including audited report, may be obtained from The 
Leprosy Mission Scotland on the website leprosymission.scot

Statement of Financial Activities
2021 2020

INCOME
Donations 479,343 399,126
Legacies 202,036 61,263
Government Grants 0 10,736
Investment Income 35 305
Trading Income 2320 864

TOTAL INCOME 683,734 472,294

EXPENDITURE
Expenditure on raising funds 175,890 231,117
Expenditure on charitable activities 656,019 573,698

TOTAL EXPENDITURE 831,909 804,815

NET INCOME (EXPENDITURE) (148,175) (332,521)

RECONCILIATION OF FUNDS

Total funds brought forward at 1 January 598,685 931,206

TOTAL FUNDS CARRIED FORWARD AT 31 DECEMBER 450,510 598,685
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