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WHY?
Thanks to research we have multi-drug 
therapy (MDT) which can cure leprosy in 
6-12 months.

Seventy years ago, a person with nerve 
damage to their eyes, hands or feet had 
no chance of recovery – or stopping 
it from becoming worse. Thanks to 
research,  we have drugs to treat early 
nerve damage; but better ones are 
needed. We have surgical techniques that 
can use tendons from muscles that are 

still working to enable the movement of 
muscles that are paralysed.

Nevertheless, in the leprosy world, a 
number of challenges still remain:

Leprosy transmission is still happening 
all over the world – over 200, 000 new 
cases were reported in 2019, more than 
14, 000 were children. This has to stop. 

An estimated 4 million undiagnosed 
cases are undetectable, driving 
ongoing transmission and making 
elimination impossible; because we do 
not have field feasible diagnostics to 
detect disease before obvious clinical or 
disabling symptoms begin. 

30-50% of cases experience 
inflammatory episodes which can last 
months to years even after leprosy 
cure – furthering nerve damage 
and disability development. We 
need a better understanding of why 
inflammatory episodes occur,  ways to 
predict or diagnose the early, and better 
drug treatments with better outcomes 
for patients. 

Repetitive ulcers and wounds are still 
the most common reason for hospital 

admission for 
people affected 
by leprosy. There 
have been many 
developments 
in the medical, 
surgical and 
rehabilitation 
world – can we 
adopt and adapt 
some of the 
technology and 
techniques for 
leprosy ulcers?

Dear Friend,

Thank you for reading this new edition of Dòchas.

I hope you have been able to enjoy the sunny 
summer we’ve had, especially with fewer 
restrictions on who and where we can meet.

One of the changes our team has really 
appreciated is being able to be back in church, 
with more people, and being able to sing! 
Our new Church Partnership Team are now on 
Standby ready to join you for Sunday worship, or 
at a midweek meeting. Please invite one of them 
along soon to discover more about how your 
church can Finish What Jesus Started.

I’m also looking forward to having friends round for 
dinner again. Our long-awaited Cook Up A Curry 
event means that you can help to make leprosy 
a thing of the past at the same time as enjoying a 
meal together. Or why not Cook Up A Curry with 
your church to enjoy Fellowship together again.

This issue of Dòchas is a little different to normal. It’s 
focusing one just one area of The Leprosy Mission’s 
work - Research. I know that many of you are 
really interested in our research and we probably 
don’t talk about it often enough. We’ve tried hard 
to make the science as easy to understand as 
we can - though of course during Covid we’ve all 
become much more familiar with lots of scientific 
language we never knew before.

I hope you are encouraged and inspired by the 
progress being made towards eradicating 
leprosy, and how your support is making it 
possible.

God bless,

Linda Todd
CEO, The Leprosy Mission Scotland

Dòchas, Gaelic for “Hope”, is the magazine 
of The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Photographs used with kind permission of TLM 
staff except where noted.

Please contact us for permission to reprint an 
article.

The Leprosy Mission is an international 
Christian development organisation, working 
with, and for, people affected by leprosy. Its 
goal is to defeat leprosy and transform lives.

The Leprosy Mission Scotland works to raise 
awareness of leprosy in Scotland and to raise 
resources to make leprosy a thing of the past.

A company limited by guarantee registered 
in Scotland No. SC356041

Have you ever thought 
how doctors know which 
medicine to prescribe for 
you when you are sick? What 
about the sunscreen you use 
when you go on holiday - 
how did that come about? In 
one word – research!

Things that you and I take for 
granted in 2021 took researchers 
many years to develop, test and 
scale up before they reached our 
pharmacies, shops and everyday 
lives.

For the past 18 months, since 
the start of the pandemic, 
research has been at the front 
of our mind; as we have seen 
teams of scientists from all over 
the world coming together to 
develop and roll out vaccines and 
treatment for Covid-19. When a 
new challenge arose, researchers 
rolled up their sleeves and got on 
with finding solutions.

When Wellesley Bailey started 
The Leprosy Mission in 1874, 
there was no cure for leprosy. 
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It is only because of you that this work is possible2 Your support will bring a brighter future 3

You can receive more stories, prayer requests and more by email Sign up for emails at leprosymission.scot/signup



Spot It, Treat It, Stop It - Won’t 
Be Possible Without Research
The Leprosy Mission has a long history 
of research - which has influenced 
how leprosy and its complications are 
managed today:

Our surgeons and their teams 
have been at the forefront of 
developing innovative techniques for 
reconstructive surgery for paralysed 
hands, feet and eyes. 

Testing new drugs to fight M. leprae - 
which led to the adoption of multi-drug 
therapy (rifampicin, clofazimine and 
dapsone) to treat leprosy.

Long, detailed studies have increased 
our understanding of nerve damage 
and treatment in leprosy

Co-infection research and international 
partnerships, have helped us to better 
understand why leprosy reactions 
happen, identify biomarkers to enable 
better diagnosis and partner in clinical 
trials for how to treat them.

But we need to go further. Research going 
on right now will help in each of the 3 
steps we need to take to make leprosy a 
thing of the past.

SPOT IT

Rapid Test Kit

Did you know that a person with leprosy 
can be asymptomatic, and that we have 
no lab test that can confirm whether they 
have leprosy or not?

Researchers estimate that there are 
“missing millions” of asymptomatic or 
undiagnosed leprosy cases, and that 
these untreated cases are the reason 
leprosy transmission persists in some 
populations.

In order to impact transmission, we need 
a reliable diagnostic test that is capable 
of detecting asymptomatic and early 
leprosy cases.

In partnership with a team from 
Leiden University, TLM Bangladesh is 
performing field trials of a finger-prick 
test, much like the one used to diagnose 
diabetes.

A group of close contacts of people 
affected by leprosy will be tested 
regularly and tracked for several years.

Our researchers hope that this could 
prove an effective way to diagnose 
leprosy in a person and give them 
treatment long before they develop 
leprosy-related complications. 

These tests could also significantly 
reduce the numbers of hidden cases of 
leprosy and help to halt its transmission.

Spectral Imaging

This technique is widely used in other 
skin conditions.

A team in Nepal is working in 
partnership with the University of 
Latvia to see if photos taken on adapted 
smartphones could help field workers 
diagnose leprosy.

This would avoid the need for skin smear 
samples to be taken and sent to a lab.

The team aim to publish results 
sometime in 2022 and if they are 
successful, spectral imaging could be a 
regular part of leprosy work in 3-5 years’ 
time. 

If that happens, it will be a massive 
breakthrough; it will transform the 
process of leprosy diagnosis allowing 
more people to be diagnosed earlier 
and started on the right treatment even 
faster.

treat it

New Reaction Drugs

A number of our centres (in Bangladesh, 
India and Nepal) are testing new drugs 
for treating leprosy reaction.









This mother brought her 2-year-old son 
into hospital. He had had a suspicious 
patch on his right cheek for about 3 
months. Though the pale patch was 
clearly visible, she hadn’t noticed 
him scratching it. She had shown the 
patch the local doctor and had been 
given 2 bottles of “vitamin syrup” but 
there hadn’t been any improvement.

He was too young to understand the 
instructions for the usual sensation 
test and the standard skin smear test 
was negative. A research team at 
Stanley Brown Laboratory has recently 
developed a PCR test for leprosy, the 
doctors at the hospital decided to try 
this test as well, just to be sure.

The sample was sent away to the lab 
and a few days later the results came 
back – positive for leprosy, quite a rare 
result in a child as young as 2.

He was given a special infant version 
of MDT – syrup rifampicin once a 
month and DDS crushed with honey 
twice a week. 6 months later the 
patch had completely disappeared.

The Multiplex PCR is a new early 
diagnostic tool. It is useful to detect 
leprosy in difficult to diagnose cases. 
It is also useful when the patient has 
a low bacillary load and when the 
symptoms of leprosy are vague. 
It is another valuable result of the 
research being done by teams from 
The Leprosy Mission around the world.

It is only because of you that this work is possible4 Your support gives hope to the hopeless 5

Read more stories of your impact at leprosymission.scot/blog Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to be inspired and encouraged



Would Your Church Like To 
Know More?

ENL reactions are extreme inflammatory 
episodes that occur in some leprosy 
patients with the highest bacterial loads. 
They can happen before, during, and 
after MDT treatment and they leave 
patients feeling extremely unwell, often 
in intense pain, frequently requiring 
hospital treatment and sometimes 
leaving them with permanent disability.

Sadly, patients often experience multiple 
episodes of ENL over an extended period 
of time.

It is hoped that these research 
programmes will identify changes to 
the recommended treatment for ENL 
reactions that will significantly reduce 
the severity and the frequency of any 
future episodes.

This treatment would cut both suffering 
and the rates of disability amongst ENL 
patients and have a significant impact 
on the livelihoods and household incomes 
of patients.

Ulcer Prevention and Treatment

Serious ulcers, especially on the feet, 
can be one of the most debilitating 
consequences of leprosy for someone’s 
long term well-being.

Prevention is better than cure and 
research with Self-Help Groups is hoping 
to equip people affected by leprosy and 
their communities with the skills to 
prevent serious ulcers from occuring.

For those who do develop ulcers a 
pioneering treatment from Nepal uses 
the body’s own platelets to accelerate the 
healing process with less scarring so that 
people need to spend much less time in 
hospital and can avoid further disability 

caused by the ulcer.

stop it

Stopping Transmission

Research programmes in a number of 
countries are testing drugs that could 
be used to prevent someone exposed 
to leprosy from going on to develop the 
disease. 

Post-exposure prophylaxis (PEP) 
medication could become the normal 
treatment for all close contacts of 
someone diagnosed with leprosy to 
prevent them from becoming infected 
themselves.

Drug Resistance

There is only 1 treatment for leprosy - 
Multi-drug therapy (MDT).

Our laboratories in India and Nepal are 
part of the global network of laboratories 
that monitor whether M. leprae is 
changing or becoming resistant to the 
treatment.

In 2020, The Leprosy Mission had more 
than 30 separate studies taking place 
across Africa and Asia.

Your support - your gifts and prayers are 
helping to make much of this research 
possible.

“The money 
that you 
give to TLM 
Scotland 
helps support 
our research 
work in 
Bangladesh, 
India, Nepal 
and Nigeria. 
With your 
support we 
will be able 

to recruit more researchers, we will be 
able to ensure our researchers are well-
trained so they can continue doing a 
great job. With your support we will be 
able to replace our aged and crumbling 
laboratories and the out-dated 
equipment.” 
Deanna Hagge, Global Research Advisor

You are enabling these brilliant scientists 
to find the new ideas, treatments and 
techniques that will make leprosy a thing 
of the past.

You can find more details about the 
different research activities that you are 
supporting on the “How We Help” page 
on our website:

leprosymission.scot/how-we-help

Our Church Partnership Team are more than keen to visit 
your church, or group, to tell you more about how you can 
finish what Jesus started.

Wherever you are in Scotland they are ready to come 
to share stories and details of how, together, we are 
eradicating leprosy, one person at a time.

We would love to be part of your plans:

On Sunday or any time during the week

In person, live online or on video

Find all the details you need at
leprosymission.scot/talk

It is only because of you that this work is possible6 Your support will make leprosy a think of the past 7

We would love to visit you and your church, at any timeYou are part of our team - how can we pray for you?



St Andrew’s St Andrew’s 
Day of PrayerDay of Prayer

Join us Join us 

to thank God for his protection to thank God for his protection 
and provision this past yearand provision this past year

and to seekand to seek
God’s direction,God’s direction,
God’s provision,God’s provision,
God’s visionGod’s vision

for the months and years to for the months and years to 
comecome

To finish what Jesus started -To finish what Jesus started -
to make leprosy a thing of the past!to make leprosy a thing of the past!

Tuesday 30 November 2021Tuesday 30 November 2021

Details available from:Details available from:
leprosymission.scot/prayleprosymission.scot/pray

Receive special prayer Receive special prayer 
requests for St Andrew’s Day, requests for St Andrew’s Day, 
Join our team, Join our team, and friends from and friends from 
around the worldaround the world, for an hour , for an hour 
in the morning, afternoon or in the morning, afternoon or 
eveningevening

Get Ready Now For Your 
Leprosy Sunday 2022
When will your church hold your Leprosy 
Sunday 2022?

Many churches pick the end of January to 
coincide with World Leprosy Day.

Others pick a date later in the year that 
suits them better.

Whenever you choose you will receive 
everything you need to hold a service 
focused on finishing what Jesus started.

Videos
Sermon Notes
Prayers
Gift Envelopes
And more

To help you plan, packs will be available 

from mid November from

leprosymission.scot/sunday

Why not ask one of our Church 
Partnership Team to join you at your 
Leprosy Sunday?

Make the day extra special and Cook Up 
A Curry with your congregation after the 
service.

Make your Leprosy Sunday your own in 
whatever way would suit your church - all 
that matters is that together we will finish 
what Jesus started and

make leprosy a thing of the past

Get your friends together (at home or as a church) 
and host a curry night, as you join Tony Singh in helping 
eradicate leprosy in India one person at a time. 

Whether you want to cook up a korma, pick up some 
pakoras, or order takeout from your local tandoori, you 
and your friends can enjoy a tasty meal all while raising 
money for The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Sign up today and you’ll receive:
Exciting new recipes devised exclusively by 
celebrity chef Tony Singh 

Invitations for your friends 

Decorations to help you cook up a great evening 

Every two minutes, someone is diagnosed with leprosy 
— and 58% of new diagnoses are in India.

Register now
Online at leprosymission.scot/curry
Call us on 01786 449266

A Scottish registered charity no. SC022411
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland no. SC356041

“Cook Up A Curry 
with me, and let’s 
make leprosy a 
thing of the past.”

Your support will finish what Jesus started 9

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter to find out more that is going on



Scottish Registered Charity No. SC022411

MAKE LEPROSY 
A THING OF THE PAST

Find out how to leave a gift in your Will at leprosymission.scot/giftsinwills

Satish is just 11 years old.

His problems started when pale patches 
appeared on his wrist and shoulder. A little 
later he found that the fingers on his left hand 
were becoming weak – holding his cricket bat 
was getting harder and harder. Now, he has 
an abscess on the nerve in his hand.

He is receiving treatment for leprosy, and for 
the abscess, at Purulia Hospital.

It is thanks to people like you giving a gift in 
their will that places like Purulia can offer 
care and love to people who need it, like 
Satish.

His local government hospital referred Satish 
to Purulia. When he arrived, he didn’t know 
anything about leprosy, and he is afraid that 
he will become disabled because of it.

Satish has two big hopes for his future.

He wants to be able to finish school and 
become a teacher.

He wants to play cricket again – his true joy 
in life.

But leprosy steals life, steals expectations 
and hopes, and steals joy.

Satish will be cured of his leprosy but he 
will require long-term physiotherapy, and 
possibly even surgery, to restore the use of his 
hand.

A gift in your will can ensure that Satish, and 
many others like him for years to come, will 
get all the help they need.

Your gift will eradicate leprosy, one person at 
a time. One person like Satish.

Together we can eradicate leprosy – 
one person at a time.

A gift in your Will could be used to 
spot the first signs of leprosy in a 
child’s body, to treat the disease with 
medicine that will cure it, and to stop 
the disease in its tracks. Somewhere 
in the world a healthy child may be 
laughing, playing and learning happily 
in school, thanks to you. 

Every time a person is cured, the power 
of leprosy to spread to other people 
and infect them decreases. Your gift 
will make leprosy a thing of the past. 

A gift in your Will would be a 
tremendous way to support people 
whose lives have been scarred by 
leprosy. It will continue to eradicate 
leprosy, one person at a time. If, after 
taking care of your loved ones, you 
could consider this; or if you would like 
some further information; please do 
get in touch. We understand that this is 
a personal decision and we will never 
put pressure on you to make a gift in 
your Will or give in any other way. 

Find 
out more 

about how to leave a 
gift in your WIll, including our 

new free will writing service at

leprosymission.scot/giftsinwills

Buy A Gift For Life® This 
Christmas - To End Leprosy
Gifts for Life® are a thoughtful 
gift for a loved one. You receive a 
card to send, showing you made 
a donation on their behalf to 
transform the life of someone 
affected by leprosy. Where a 
project has been fully funded 
we will direct your donation to 
similar work. You will find many 
more Gifts for Life® on 
www.tlmtrading.com, including 
downloadable e-cards and 
personalised options.

Let’s finish the healing work that 
Jesus started.

It is only because of you that this work is possible10 Your support shows your care and compassion 11

Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot Questions about our work? We’d love to answer them for you



I’m sending my gift of:
£24 £48 £72 £120 £____

Card Number

Security Code (see back of card)Expiry Date /

Please debit my credit/debit card

I enclose a cheque, payable to The Leprosy Mission Scotland

21D09

We will use your gifts to care for people 
affected by leprosy around the world.

Make my gifts go even further!
Boost your gift by 25p for every £1 you give

I am a UK taxpayer and wish The Leprosy Mission Scotland to be able to 
reclaim tax on all qualifying donations I have made as well as any future 
donations until I notify them otherwise. I understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

We love keeping touch with you 
because we know that, just like us, you 
want to see leprosy become a thing of 
the past.
But if you would like to change how 
you hear from us, or request our 
privacy policy, simply call us on 
01786 449266 or email 
contactus@leprosymission.scot

Title

Address

Postcode

First Name Surname

Phone No

Return in the Reply Paid Envelope provided, or to
The Leprosy Mission Scotland, Suite 2, Earlsgate Lodge, Livilands Lane, Stirling, FK8 2BG

By the time Aminul was 20 he had painful nodules 
across his whole body and a badly clawed hand, 
all because of leprosy.

Thanks to MDT treatment he is cured of his 
leprosy. But over the last 5 years he has had 7 
painful bouts of ENL reaction.

It is these reactions, rather than leprosy itself that 
have devastated his life.

The reactions, and his hand deformity, have meant 
he can’t study.

He lives in constant fear of the next painful episode 
and can’t look forward to his future at all.

He has started receiving one of the experimental 
treatments for his reactions and says he dreams of 
a day when he will never have another one.

With your help, vital research will be able to end 
the pain and distress caused by reactions for 
people like Aminul - please give whatever you can.

It is only because of you that lives will be changed12

My gift to help people like Aminul


