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You Cared For Prisha At 
Christmas
But in Prisha’s 
case it didn’t go 
away, instead 
it grew to cover 
her whole cheek. 
Then other 
patches appeared 
on other parts of 
her body – and 
she couldn’t feel 
anything in any of 
them.

Eventually, her parents became worried 
enough to speak to a local doctor who 
referred them to Purulia Hospital.

As well as the patches, doctors at Purulia 
saw that she had weakness in one of her 
fingers. She was diagnosed with leprosy 
and nerve inflammation.

Prisha started the MDT treatment for 
leprosy immediately but would have 
to be admitted as an inpatient for the 
inflammation to be treated and so that 
she could be taught how to take care of 
her weak fingers.

When she was admitted, the doctors 
asked to examine the rest of the family – 
to see if anyone else was infected.

Prisha’s mother, Suga, and one of her 
older sisters were also diagnosed with 
leprosy.

Your support has allowed Prisha to start 
having physiotherapy for her hands and 
her doctors hope that her hands will 
recover completely.

Prisha is an active and bubbly girl, she 
has made friends on the ward and kept 
others cheerful.

She was supposed to start school this 
year but schools were closed because of 
Covid-19. The hospital team got her a 
picture book, which she has enjoyed and 
she was quick to learn her alphabet and 
numbers.

After she is discharged, Prisha and Suga 
will have to come to Purulia Hospital 
for monthly check-ups and regular 
medication. They can also visit the 
hospital at any other time if any new 
problems arise.

Prisha will be cured of her leprosy within 

Last year we introduced you 
to Prisha.

Leprosy had brought a host 
of new challenges into her 
family.

But you were there to help 
and care for her.

Your Christmas gifts for Prisha 
brought an overflow of love 
and joy to a family in need, 
and to many other families 
facing the heartache that 
comes with leprosy.

At six years old, Prisha “didn’t 
have a care in the world” despite 
coming from a very poor family. 
Until,

A little over a year ago, her 
parents noticed a pale patch on 
her face. But they didn’t worry 
about it – children get blotchy 
skin from time to time, don’t 
they? It wasn’t causing her any 
problems, surely it would just go 
away by itself in time.

It is only because of you that this work is possible2 Your kindness brings healing, hope and joy 3

Dear Friend,

I hope you had a peaceful and joyful Christmas 
and New Year.

At the end of the year the TV schedule was 
full of “Reviews of the Year” for sport, news, 
entertainment etc. Many people also take the 
time to review their own year.

For me and my team, our review of the year was 
a powerful reminder of the faithfulness of God. 
Despite all the challenges of the second year 
of COVID we were blessed again and again by 
your generosity and love for people affected 
by leprosy. At Christmas, your generosity to help 
children like Prisha took our breath away. You are 
making leprosy a thing of the past. Thank you.

As well as reviewing last year this is a time when 
many people decide to make changes for the 
year ahead.

Some people choose to get more exercise. As a 
goal to work towards there are 5 different Kiltwalks 
coming up this year. Why not set a target to both 
get fitter AND help to eradicate leprosy?

I’m looking forward to socialising more again. Our 
Cook Up A Curry event means that you can help 
to make leprosy a thing of the past at the same 
time as enjoying a meal together with friends or 
your church.

You might even have decided that this is the 
year to get some affairs in order for the future.
Our free will-writing service is available to help
you, if you wish.

I pray that God will bless you this new year.

Thank you and God bless,

Linda Todd
CEO, The Leprosy Mission Scotland

Dòchas, Gaelic for “Hope”, is the magazine 
of The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Photographs used with kind permission of TLM 
staff except where noted.

Please contact us for permission to reprint an 
article.

The Leprosy Mission is an international 
Christian development organisation, working 
with, and for, people affected by leprosy. Its 
goal is to defeat leprosy and transform lives.

The Leprosy Mission Scotland works to raise 
awareness of leprosy in Scotland and to raise 
resources to make leprosy a thing of the past.

A company limited by guarantee registered 
in Scotland No. SC356041

You can receive more stories, prayer requests and more by email Sign up for emails at leprosymission.scot/signup



a year. But she is at serious of recurrence 
of the nerve inflammation she arrived 
with. So, she will have to visit the hospital 
at least once every six months for follow 
up for five years. 

Thanks to your love and compassion, this 
long term care is there for Prisha for as 
long as she needs it.

It is likely that, even after she is cured, the 
pale patch on her face will remain visible. 
She may face stigma and discrimination 
later because of it. The team at Purulia 
will continue to counsel her to help her to 
face these problems. 

Your kindness has not only cured Prisha 
physically, you will continue to support 
her to deal with the long term effects of 
leprosy for years to come.

Prisha’s mum, Suga, will have to take 
MDT for two years and will need follow up for several years after that. Her 

leprosy had gone undetected for quite 
a long time putting her a greater risk of 
deformity and permanent nerve damage.

Thanks to you women and girls like 
Prisha and Suga will be spotted quicker 
and treated faster. You have stopped 
leprosy for this family and are helping to 
stop it completely for hundreds of others 
like them.

You are eradicating leprosy one person at 
a time. One person like Prisha.

Thank you.

Binoba Will Be Cured Thanks 
To You

Binoba is just 5 years old.

When his parents brought him to Purulia 
Hospital he was covered with red and 
swollen patches caused by leprosy.

His hands and fingers were so swollen 
and painful that he couldn’t even bend 
his fingers into a fist.

He had been suffering like this for weeks 
before his parents could even admit to 
themselves that this might be leprosy 
and bring him to the hospital.

Thanks to your support, Purulia Hospital 
is a beacon of love and care for children 
like Binoba and their families.

Here he was diagnosed quickly and 
immediately started on the Multi-Drug 
Therapy (MDT) that will cure his leprosy.

Because of his swollen, painful nerves 

he is also being treated with steroids to 
reduce the inflammation and the pain.

Binoba’s parents are very poor. His father 
works as a labourer. His mother works at 
home, and is unable to read.

Neither of his parents had leprosy and 
they were certain that nobody else in the 
family did either.

Can you imagine how they must have 
felt seeing their son in pain but being 
so scared of what might be wrong that 
they didn’t bring him to the hospital 
immediately.

Your love for families like Binoba’s flows 
through the doctors and nurses who care 
for his swollen hands and the counsellor 
who helps his parents to overcome their 
fears for the little boy.

Thanks to your care his patches are 
subsiding and he is in much less pain.

It is likely that Binoba will have reactions 
and painful hands on and off for many 
years.

Thanks to you there will always be 
someone there to care for him at Purulia 
Hospital.

It is only because of you that this work is possible4 Your love takes away pain and fear 5

Read more stories of your impact at leprosymission.scot/blog Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot



Your Leprosy Sunday 2022 
Will Give Children Hope
When will your church hold your Leprosy 
Sunday 2022?

Some churches pick the end of January to 
coincide with World Leprosy Day.

Others pick a date later in the year that 
suits them better.

Whenever you choose you will receive 
everything you need to hold a service 
focused on finishing what Jesus started.

Videos
Sermon Notes
Gift Envelopes
And more

Packs are available right now for free at

leprosymission.scot/sunday

Why not ask one of our Church 
Partnership Team to join you at your 
Leprosy Sunday?

Make the day extra special and Cook Up 
A Curry with your congregation after the 
service.

Make your Leprosy Sunday your own in 
whatever way would suit your church - all 
that matters is that together we will finish 
what Jesus started and

make leprosy a thing of the past

for children like Maya. Her hopes for 
the future have been cast into shadow 
because of leprosy. You can make them a 
reality.

Fix your Leprosy Sunday date now!

Virtual Collection Box
During the last 2 years many events and activities had 
to move online. Even now some churches or groups are 
choosing to stay online, or to blend online activities with 
what they do in-person. So if you’re doing a fundraising 
challenge or organising a church collection, you can now 
raise money as an online community as an extra option.

Go to leprosymission.scot/virtualbox and you can create your 
own virtual collection box which you can share with your 
friends or your church. It’s incredibly easy to do, just follow 
the three simple steps online.

You could use a virtual box instead of having to collect in all 
the blue tubs from your church or Guild. Perhaps you could 
set up a virtual collection box to raise funds following a 
talk from one of our speakers or to help your church reach a 
fundraising target. You could make it the centrepiece of your 
Leprosy Sunday service.

Create your virtual collection box today!

All I want is 
 to go to school

In Nepal, all young Maya wants is to go back to school. Her father passed away from TB and her house 
was destroyed by floods. To make matters worse, Maya then contracted leprosy. She was forced to quit 
school and faced awful discrimination. But there is hope for Prama. Through The Leposy Mission hospital in 
Anandaban, she is receiving a treatment that will cure her of this crippling disease. Every day 50 children around 
the world contract leprosy. You can help it make it Zero by holding a Leprosy Sunday service in your church in 
2022. Your church can help to spot it, treat it and stop it for children like Maya around the world.

Find out more and request your FREE Leprosy Sunday pack at
www. leprosymission.scot/sunday

WILL YOUR CHURCH HELP TO
FINISH WHAT JESUS STARTED?  

2021 11 - Life and Work.indd   12021 11 - Life and Work.indd   1 23/11/2021   08:36:1423/11/2021   08:36:14

Your commitment lifts children out of the shadows 7

Questions about our work? We’d love to answer them for you



Praying Together Throughout 
The Year
Yours prayers for people like Prisha and 
Binoba are a crucial element in making 
leprosy a thing of the past for them..

Jesus said “And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. You may ask me 
for anything in my name, and I will do it.”

Will you join 
us in asking, in 
Jesus name, for 
everything we 
need to make 
leprosy a thing 
of the past?

At the end of 
last year we 
sent out the  
2022 edition 
of The Leprosy 
Mission’s prayer 
diary, ASK. If 

you didn’t receive a copy in the post and 
would like one, please give us a call or 
send us an email and we can send you a 
copy for this year and in the future.

You can also sign up to receive monthly 
emails of up to date prayer information 
at leprosymission.scot/pray

Through the PrayerMate app 
you can access the latest prayer 
information at any time.

You can also join other supporters from 
across Scotland, and around the world, to 
pray together at one of the events below. 
Full details are still to be confirmed so 
join our email list or follow our social 
media channels to be sure of getting 
details of these and other opportunities 
to pray.

God bless you for praying with us.

St Andrew’s St Andrew’s 
Day of PrayerDay of Prayer

Wednesay 30 Wednesay 30 
NovemberNovember

Global Day of Prayer
Wednesday 11 May

Supporters, volunteers and staff from 
around the world will meet together to 
pray throughout the day.

Meet people who share your commitment 
to making leprosy a thing of the past and 
pray for the current situation in every 
country where The Leprosy Mission is 
working.

St Andrew’s Day of Prayer
Wednesday 30 November

Join supporters, volunteers and staff from 
Scotland and our key partner countries 
to pray for God’s help to make leprosy a 
thing of the past.

global day of 
prayer 2022
Wednesday 
11 May

Get your friends together (at home or as a church) 
and host a curry night, as you join Tony Singh in helping 
eradicate leprosy in India one person at a time. 

Whether you want to cook up a korma, pick up some 
pakoras, or order takeout from your local tandoori, you 
and your friends can enjoy a tasty meal all while raising 
money for The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Sign up today and you’ll receive:
Exciting new recipes devised exclusively by 
celebrity chef Tony Singh 

Invitations for your friends 

Decorations to help you cook up a great evening 

Every two minutes, someone is diagnosed with leprosy 
— and 58% of new diagnoses are in India.

Register now
Online at leprosymission.scot/curry
Call us on 01786 449266

A Scottish registered charity no. SC022411
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland no. SC356041

“Cook Up A Curry 
with me, and let’s 
make leprosy a 
thing of the past.”

Your faithfulness will finish what Jesus started 9

You are part of our team - how can we pray for you?



Join A Kiltwalk - Eradicate 
Leprosy One Step At A Time
After 2 years of Coronavirus restrictions, 
the Kiltwalk is back with a bang this year.

Five Kiltwalks mean that everybody can 
take part no matter where you live or how 
physically fit you are.

And, the Hunter Foundation will add 
50% to everything you raise! Helping 
you take eradicate leprosy even faster.

In each city there are three walks 
available to suit all abilities:

Mighty Stride (approx 22-26 miles)
Big Stroll (approx 11-15 miles)
Wee Wander (approx 3-5 miles)

Pick which one suits you best and join the 
colourful crowd of walkers through your 
nearest city.

Or, at Scotland’s Virtual Kiltwalk, you 
can pick your own challenge, any form 

of exercise over any distance, at any 
location, across a whole weekend.

Full details of the walks and how to sign 
up are at

www.thekiltwalk.co.uk

Make sure to select “The Leprosy Mission 
Scotland” as your chosen charity.

You will receive a T-shirt for your walk 
showing everybody you’re walking to 
make leprosy a thing of the past.

PROMOCODES
We will have promo codes available to 
reduce the registration fee. Contact the 
office or visit our website for the latest 
details.

Will You Make Leprosy 
A Thing Of The Past ?
Together we can eradicate leprosy – one 
person at a time.

For nearly 150 years, The Leprosy 
Mission has worked to end leprosy.

A gift in your Will could be used to spot 
the first signs of leprosy in a child’s like 
Prisha’s body, to treat the disease with 
medicine that will cure it, and to stop the 
disease in its tracks. Somewhere in the 
world a healthy child may be laughing, 
playing and learning happily in school, 
thanks to you. 

Every time a person is cured, the power 
of leprosy to spread to other people and 
infect them decreases. Your gift will make 
leprosy a thing of the past. 

A gift in your Will would be a tremendous 
way to support people whose lives have 
been scarred by leprosy. It will continue 
to eradicate leprosy, one person at a time. 
Once you’ve taken care of family and 
friends, remember people affected by 
leprosy.

The Leprosy Mission 
Scotland has partnered 
with Bequeathed to offer 
supporters like you a free 
Will for Good.

Just go online at any time 
that suits you and follow the 
simple steps to create a draft 
will.

Once you’ve 
completed 
your details 
online, a legal 
professional 
will advise 
you on your 
draft will in 
a 30-minute 

appointment, in person or over the phone.

Once your will is complete the legal firm 
will help you with getting it signed and                                              
witnessed and store it for you, also free of 
charge.

We all need 
an up-to-date 
will, but it’s 
one of those 
jobs many of 
us put off. 

With a free 
Will for Good from Bequeathed it’s never 
been easier to write your will, to provide 
for the people and causes you care about.

Start your free Will for Good at

leprosymission.scot/willforgood

It is only because of you that this work is possible10 Your compassion will make leprosy a thing of the past 11

Follow us and join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram - find out what’s going on, be inspired and encouraged



I’m sending my gift of:
£12 £24 £72 £120 £____

Card Number

Security Code (see back of card)Expiry Date /

Please debit my credit/debit card

I enclose a cheque, payable to The Leprosy Mission Scotland

22D01

We will use your gifts to care for people 
affected by leprosy around the world.

Make my gifts go even further!
Boost your gift by 25p for every £1 you give

I am a UK taxpayer and wish The Leprosy Mission Scotland to be able to 
reclaim tax on all qualifying donations I have made as well as any future 
donations until I notify them otherwise. I understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

We love keeping touch with you 
because we know that, just like us, you 
want to see leprosy become a thing of 
the past.
But if you would like to change how 
you hear from us, or request our 
privacy policy, simply call us on 
01786 449266 or email 
contactus@leprosymission.scot

Title

Address

Postcode

First Name Surname

Phone No

Return in the Reply Paid Envelope provided, or to
The Leprosy Mission Scotland, Suite 2, Earlsgate Lodge, Livilands Lane, Stirling, FK8 2BG

Little Maya has had to endure so much in 
her short life. Her father died when she was 
very young. The family home was destroyed 
by floods and now Maya and her sisters 
have all been diagnosed with leprosy.

He widowed Mum didn’t know what to do.

Maya had to drop out of school because of 
her leprosy.

Even some members of her own family have 
started to discriminate against them.

She just wants to be able to go back to 
school and see her friends.

Will you help her?

Your kindness will ensure she gets all the treatment she needs. Your compassion will 
help to tackle superstitions, fears and prejudices about leprosy in her community.

Your gift today will spot and treat the next little girl with leprosy. And the next one. 
Until there are no more children affected by leprosy like Maya has been.

It is only because of you that lives will be changed12

My gift to help people like Maya


