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a hand
and
a life
restored -
thanks to you



Thank You For Restoring 
Krishna’s Hand (and his life)
While working 
on the buses he 
noticed that there 
is a numbness 
in his left hand 
and he couldn’t 
grip anything 
properly.

He went to a local 
pharmacy and 
was given some 
medication, but 
it didn’t help and 
after a while his 
hand got worse.

He tried the local 
hospital who 
told him to cross 
into Nepal and 
head to Anandaban Hospital outside 
Kathmandu. It was only when he got here 
that he was told he had leprosy.

He has just finished his 12 month course 
of Multi Drug Therapy. He has also been 
having physiotherapy on his hand to 
prepare for surgery to reconstruct his 
fingers so that he can get back to his 
normal life. It turned out that this was 
his last physio session and the operation 
was scheduled for the next day!

He showed me his hand and the 
physiotherapist pointed out how the 
fingers were curled over and bent slightly 
backwards. Krishna couldn’t straighten 
his fingers at all.

They worked through a series of exercises 
including picking up and holding some 
wooden blocks. Other exercises focused 
on moving and bending just his middle 
finger.

When I asked what was special about 
the middle finger, the physiotherapist 
explained that the tendon in the middle 
finger is the strongest and during the 
operation it would be split across all 4 
fingers. He will then be able to move all 
4 fingers together to grip by moving his 
middle fingers.

They wanted him to feel confident with 
this movement so he doesn’t get confused 
after the surgery.

Supa Thejan from The 
Leprosy Mission Australia 
tells us this story of a young 
man he met when he visited 
Anandaban Hospital in 
Nepal.

“I was really keen to visit the 
physiotherapy ward as part of 
my visit to Anandaban.

I met the physio as he was 
working with a young guy named 
Krishna. Krishna was happy to 
have his photo taken and to tell 
me his story of how he ended up 
at Anandaban.

He had been diagnosed with 
leprosy about 14 months ago.

He told me that he had been 
working as a bus conductor in 
India for a short time.

He lives with his sister. He didn’t 
want to talk about his parents, 
simply saying “There’s only her 
and me in our family and I look 
after her”.

Your kindness brings healing, hope and joy 3

Dòchas, Gaelic for “Hope”, is the magazine 
of The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Photographs used with kind permission of TLM 
staff except where noted.

Please contact us for permission to reprint an 
article.

The Leprosy Mission is an international 
Christian development organisation, working 
with, and for, people affected by leprosy. Its 
goal is to defeat leprosy and transform lives.

The Leprosy Mission Scotland works to raise 
awareness of leprosy in Scotland and to raise 
resources to make leprosy a thing of the past.

A company limited by guarantee registered 
in Scotland No. SC356041

It is only because of you that this work is possible2

Dear Friend,

Thank you for reading this new edition of Dòchas.

I am loving seeing the signs of new life all around 
us as Spring brings out all the flowers in our
gardens and parks.

And this year especially feels like we all have new 
life to enjoy after so many restrictions.

I am delighted to be able to invite you to join us 
IN PERSON at the Supporter Conference on June 
4th. Do please try to join us if you can. I am looking 
forward to being able to greet you and thank you 
in person instead of as a little box on Zoom.

Throughout the last 2 years I have been 
overwhelmed by God’s faithfulness to us through 
people like you who give and pray for people 
affected by leprosy.

I hope Krishna’s story of hope for the future thanks 
to the care he has received at Anandaban 
Hospital in Nepal inspires you. This is the difference 
that you make to people around the world every 
day.

Please join me in praying for God’s faithful 
provision again this year - even as many of us are 
having to tighten our belts.

Pray that compassion for people affected by 
leprosy will overflow through
• people Cooking Up A Curry
• people joining a Kiltwalk
• churches holding their Leprosy Sunday
• people adding a future gift to their will
Are you able to answer your own prayers in one 
of these ways?

Thank you and God bless,

Linda Todd
CEO, The Leprosy Mission Scotland

You can receive more stories, prayer requests and more by email Sign up for emails at leprosymission.scot/signup



He will have a strong grip again, but 
won’t be able to move each finger 
separately.

I was amazed by his courage and that he 
agreed to talk with me and have photos 
taken, with a big smile on his face, just 
before such a significant operation.

We agreed that his photos look great 
and I joked that he should become an 
actor in Bollywood – he laughed at the 
suggestion.

I asked him what he wants to do after the 
surgery.

“I want to go back to my previous job 
and earn some money so I can look after 
my sister.”

The next two months will be quite crucial 
and challenging for him but he is more 
than ready for it. The hospital staff are 
giving him all the care he needs and he 
should be fully recovered and ready to 

go back to his normal life in two months 
time.

The next day I saw him waiting to be 
wheeled into the theatre. He was lying 
on the bed with a determined look on his 
face waiting to face the challenge that 
was coming.

I went to see him the next morning. He 
was happy to see me.

The operation had been a success. The 
medical team are confident that with the 
new mechanism in his hand, he will be 
able to move his fingers well enough to 
have a good strong grip with his hand.

He looked really hopeful for his future.”

Your loving support for Anandaban 
Hospital means that people like Krishna 
be healed of their leprosy and supported 
to rebuild a better life. Thank You.

Come To Your Supporter 
Conference 2022
Come and hear what your loving 
kindness has achieved and how you are 
making leprosy a thing of the past.

Your caring commitment will be fuelled 
by our special guest speaker Mathias 
Duck, The Leprosy Mission’s Global 
Advocacy Manager, who will be joining 
us in person.

We will also be hearing by video from 
projects in India and Nigeria where your 
support is helping to eradicate leprosy, 
one person at a time.

Come and meet fellow supporters, 
volunteers and members of staff.

We would love to see you there, it will be 
amazing to meet in person again.

Your prayers are being answered in so 
many ways, come an hear about how 
you are finishing something that Jesus 
started.

Saturday June 4th
11.00-2.30

National Christian Outreach Centre
Riggs Road, Perth

Book your place by contacting the office 
on 01786 449266 or online at

leprosymission.scot/conference22

Mathias Duck

Mathias is The Leprosy Mission’s Global 
Advocacy Manager and a person 
affected by leprosy. He is personally and 
professionally committed to involving 
persons affected by leprosy in the fight 
against leprosy and its stigma. He is 
from Paraguay and his wife, Cynthia, is 
a nurse. They have been married for over 
15 years and have three children.

Mathias was a Pastor/Chaplain at 
a reference hospital for leprosy in 
Paraguay from 2010 until 2015. In 
October 2010, he was diagnosed with 
leprosy and completed MDT. In the 
last few years he has focused more on 
improving leprosy services by raising 
the voice and the participation of people 
affected in decision making and in the 
delivery of services. In 2016 he was 
appointed Chair of ILEP’s Advisory Panel 
of persons affected by leprosy.

At The Leprosy Mission, Mathias is 
responsible for TLM’s global advocacy 
work, which includes our efforts to lift the 
voices of people who have experienced 
leprosy to the highest corridors of 
power, including the United Nations and 
national governments across the world.

It is only because of you that this work is possible Your love takes away pain and fear

Read more stories of your impact at leprosymission.scot/blog Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot
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Your Leprosy Sunday 2022 
Will Give Children Hope
When will your church hold your Leprosy 
Sunday 2022?

When will your church take a day to 
follow Jesus instruction to his disciples to 
“cleanse those with leprosy”?

You can pick any Sunday that suits your 
congregation, but whenever you choose 
you will receive everything you need to 
hold a service focused on finishing what 
Jesus started.

Videos
Sermon Notes
Gift Envelopes
And more

Packs are available right now for free at

leprosymission.scot/sunday

Why not ask one of our Church 
Partnership Team to join you at your 
Leprosy Sunday?

Make the day extra special and Cook Up 
A Curry with your congregation after the 
service.

Make your Leprosy Sunday your own in 
whatever way would suit your church - all 
that matters is that together we will finish 
what Jesus started and

make leprosy a thing of the past

for children like Maya. Her hopes for 
the future have been cast into shadow 
because of leprosy. You can make them a 
reality.

Fix your Leprosy Sunday date now!

Will You Give Children Hope?
For nearly 150 years, The Leprosy 
Mission has worked to end leprosy.

A gift in your Will could be used to spot 
the first signs of leprosy in a child’s like 
Maya’s body, to treat the disease with 
medicine that will cure it, and to stop the 
disease in its tracks. Somewhere in the 
world a healthy child may be laughing, 
playing and learning happily in school, 
thanks to you. 

Every time a person is cured, the power 
of leprosy to spread to other people and 
infect them decreases. Your gift will make 
leprosy a thing of the past. 

A gift in your Will would be a tremendous 
way to support people whose lives have 
been scarred by leprosy. It will continue 

to eradicate leprosy, one person at a time. 
Once you’ve taken care of family and 
friends, remember people affected by 
leprosy.

leprosymission.scot/giftsinwills

The Leprosy 
Mission Scotland 
has partnered 
with Bequeathed 
to offer supporters like you a free Will for 
Good.

Just go online at any time that suits you 
and follow the simple steps to create your 
will for free with support from a legal 
professional.

leprosymission.scot/willforgood

All I want is 
 to go to school

In Nepal, all young Maya wants is to go back to school. Her father passed away from TB and her house 
was destroyed by floods. To make matters worse, Maya then contracted leprosy. She was forced to quit 
school and faced awful discrimination. But there is hope for Prama. Through The Leposy Mission hospital in 
Anandaban, she is receiving a treatment that will cure her of this crippling disease. Every day 50 children around 
the world contract leprosy. You can help it make it Zero by holding a Leprosy Sunday service in your church in 
2022. Your church can help to spot it, treat it and stop it for children like Maya around the world.

Find out more and request your FREE Leprosy Sunday pack at
www. leprosymission.scot/sunday

WILL YOUR CHURCH HELP TO
FINISH WHAT JESUS STARTED?  

2021 11 - Life and Work.indd   12021 11 - Life and Work.indd   1 23/11/2021   08:36:1423/11/2021   08:36:14

Your commitment lifts children out of the shadows

Questions about our work? We’d love to answer them for you
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St James Cooks Up A Curry 
For Easter
St James Church in Bishopbriggs has 
been Cooking Up A Curry for Lent and 
Easter.

They held 3 different events to allow 
as many people in the congregation to 
participate.

Could one of these ideas work in your 
church? Or with your group of friends?

On Palm Sunday there was a Frugal 
Lunch - an event that many churches are 
familiar with.

In addition to soup and bread they 
offered chapatis and dahl - a basic meal 
for many people around the world.

While Lent is for fasting, after Easter 
they held a feast. Members were invited 
to a full Cook Up A Curry evening in the 
church hall.

Everyone who came thoroughly enjoyed 
their evening and it was a wonderful time 
of fellowship after the last few years when 
we have been unable to get together for 
this kind of fun.

The third event is the most unusual - a 
take away week. A few volunteers agreed 
to cook curries which would then be 
delivered to church members at home!

What a wonderful way to allow members 
to take part who couldn’t make it to the 
Curry evening in the church. And who 
doesn’t enjoy a night where no cooking is 
required?

When you Cook Up A Curry at church or 
at home it can be as simple or as fancy 
as you like - in whatever style you, your 
friends or congregation would most 
appreciate.

Why Cook Up A Curry?
• You will have fun
• You will raise vital funds to help 

eradicate leprosy in India
• You will have fun
• You will enjoy great food
• You will have fun

leprosymission.scot/curry

Get your friends together (at home or as a church) 
and host a curry night, as you join Tony Singh in helping 
eradicate leprosy in India one person at a time. 

Whether you want to cook up a korma, pick up some 
pakoras, or order takeout from your local tandoori, you 
and your friends can enjoy a tasty meal all while raising 
money for The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Sign up today and you’ll receive:
Exciting new recipes devised exclusively by 
celebrity chef Tony Singh 

Invitations for your friends 

Decorations to help you cook up a great evening 

Every two minutes, someone is diagnosed with leprosy 
— and 58% of new diagnoses are in India.

Register now
Online at leprosymission.scot/curry
Call us on 01786 449266

A Scottish registered charity no. SC022411
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland no. SC356041

“Cook Up A Curry 
with me, and let’s 
make leprosy a 
thing of the past.”

Your faithfulness will finish what Jesus started

Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot
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Join A Kiltwalk - Eradicate 
Leprosy One Step At A Time
After 2 years of Coronavirus restrictions, 
the Kiltwalk is back with a bang this year.

Five Kiltwalks mean that everybody can 
take part no matter where you live or how 
physically fit you are.

And, the Hunter Foundation will add 
50% to everything you raise! Helping 
you take eradicate leprosy even faster.

In each city there are three walks 
available to suit all abilities:

Mighty Stride (approx 22-26 miles)
Big Stroll (approx 11-15 miles)
Wee Wander (approx 3-5 miles)

Pick which one suits you best and join 
the colourful crowd of walkers through 
your nearest city. Glasgow and Aberdeen 
are past but there’s still Dundee and 
Edinburgh to choose from.

Or, at Scotland’s Virtual Kiltwalk, you 
can pick your own challenge, any form 
of exercise over any distance, at any 
location, across a whole weekend.

Full details of the walks and how to sign 
up are at

www.thekiltwalk.co.uk

Make sure to select “The Leprosy Mission 
Scotland” as your chosen charity.

You will receive a T-shirt for your walk 
showing everybody you’re walking to 
make leprosy a thing of the past.

PROMOCODES
We will have promo codes available to 
reduce the registration fee. Contact the 
office or visit our website for the latest 
details.

a date 
for your diary

St Andrew’s Day of Prayer
Wednesday 30 November

Join 
supporters, 

volunteers and 
staff from Scotland 

and our key partner 
countries to pray for 
God’s help to make 
leprosy a thing of the 
past.

Praying Together Throughout 
The Year
Yours prayers for people like Krishna are 
a crucial element in making leprosy a 
thing of the past for them..

Jesus said “And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. You may ask me 
for anything in my name, and I will do it.”

Will you join 
us in asking, in 
Jesus name, for 
everything we 
need to make 
leprosy a thing 
of the past?

At the end of 
last year we 
sent out the  
2022 edition 
of The Leprosy 
Mission’s prayer 
diary, ASK. If 

you didn’t receive a copy in the post and 
would like one, please give us a call or 
send us an email and we can send you a 
copy for this year and in the future.

You can also sign up to receive monthly 
emails of up to date prayer information 
at leprosymission.scot/pray

Through the PrayerMate app 
you can access the latest prayer 
information at any time.

You can also join other supporters from 
across Scotland, and around the world, to 
pray together at one of the events below. 
Full details are still to be confirmed so 
join our email list or follow our social 
media channels to be sure of getting 
details of these and other opportunities 
to pray.

God bless you for praying with us.

St Andrew’s St Andrew’s 
Day of PrayerDay of Prayer

Wednesay 30 Wednesay 30 
NovemberNovember

Global Day of Prayer
Thank you to everyone who was able to join us at the 
second Global Day of Prayer for The Leprosy 
Mission. It was a truly blessed and uplifting 
day.

Please join us in Novemeber for our 
own St Andrew’s Day of Prayer and 
watch out for news of next year’s 
Global Day and plan to join us if 
you can.

You can find short videos 
of praise and prayer from 
every country within The 
Leprosy Mission at

leprosymission.scot/pray22

It is only because of you that this work is possible Your compassion will make leprosy a thing of the past

Follow us and join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram - find out what’s going on, be inspired and encouraged

1110



I’m sending my gift of:
£24 £48 £72 £120 £____

Card Number

Security Code (see back of card)Expiry Date /

Please debit my credit/debit card

I enclose a cheque, payable to The Leprosy Mission Scotland

22D05

We will use your gifts to care for people 
affected by leprosy around the world.

Make my gifts go even further!
Boost your gift by 25p for every £1 you give

I am a UK taxpayer and wish The Leprosy Mission Scotland to be able to 
reclaim tax on all qualifying donations I have made as well as any future 
donations until I notify them otherwise. I understand that if I pay less Income 
Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my 
donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.

We love keeping touch with you because 
we know that, just like us, you want to see 
leprosy become a thing of the past.
But if you would like to change how 
you hear from us, or request our privacy 
policy, simply call us on 
01786 449266 or email 
contactus@leprosymission.scot

Title

Address

Postcode

First Name Surname

Phone No

Return in the Reply Paid Envelope provided, or to
The Leprosy Mission Scotland, Suite 2, Earlsgate Lodge, Livilands Lane, Stirling, FK8 2BG

Yahrah was just 4 years old when discoloured patches 
began to appear on her skin.

Her parents didn’t know how to help her. Nothing they 
tried made any difference and she just kept getting 
worse. For 5 years!

A community health awareness campaign by The 
Leprosy Mission Nigeria led to her finally getting the 
help she needed. Yahrah has leprosy.

She is getting the treatment she needs, but now her 
friends are to afraid to let her play with them any more.

Will you help her?

Your kindness will ensure she gets all the treatment 
she needs. Your compassion will help to tackle 
superstitions, fears and prejudices about leprosy in her 
community.

Your gift today will spot and treat the next little girl 
with leprosy. And the next one. Until there are no more 
children affected by leprosy like Yahrah has been.

It is only because of you that lives will be changed

My gift to help children like Yahrah
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