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How will people affected by 
leprosy get help through this?
of how they have been affected.

Essential items are in short supply and 
life is hard. Many hospitals are closed 
and medicines are scarce. People’s mobile 
phones are monitored, and their right to 
privacy has been lost. It’s hard to live a 
normal life.

It is against this backdrop that The 
Leprosy Mission Myanmar team have 
been acting to show love and care to 
people affected by leprosy, despite the 
chaos going on all around.

The health system in Myanmar has 
disappeared. Formerly government-run 
hospitals and clinics are closed.

Mawlamyine Hospital is now the only 
leprosy hospital in the whole country and 
the only functioning hospital of any kind 
in its region.

Despite this, medics here worked around 
the clock treating and caring for local 
people through the darkest days of the 
pandemic. They continue to care for their 
local community and for people affected 
by leprosy who are able to make the 
journey from anywhere in the country.

Travel is hard and many people can’t 
make the journey to Mawlamyine, 
especially people with a disability.

In places and at times when it is safe to 
do so, a Mobile Disability Unit can bring 
disability care to where it is needed.

They are able to protect feet numbed 
by leprosy by repairing or replacing 
protective footwear, often personally 
customised to fit.

They can give independence to someone 

who has had to have their leg amputated 
by providing a prosthetic one.

The mobile clinic has identified areas of 
particularly high need where permanent 
disability centres could to be built. 

The mobile unit and other projects based 
in communities across the country need 
to be “as wise as serpents and innocent 
as doves”.

Every day they need to determine where 
and when it is safe to work. They need 
to deliver care where no other services 
are available. And they need to carry out 
their work without ever being thought of 
as taking sides.

Country Leader Zaw Moe Aung recently 
sent his thanks for your support for him 
and his team throughout this dangerous 
and stressful time.

Please continue to pray for Myanmar.

For peace and security to be restored and 
for safety for The Leprosy Mission team 
and all people affected by leprosy across 
the country.

The last few weeks and 
months have been a stark 
reminder of how much our 
world can change in such a 
short time.

Only last year, the lives 
of millions of people in 
Myanmar changed in an 
instant. The country’s military 
seized power, and the whole 
country was plunged into 
a state of emergency. You 
may remember hearing or 
reading about it. Suddenly 
people were faced with an 
array of emotions as panic, 
fear and uncertainty set in. 
With no end in sight.

It feels so long ago now, doesn’t 
it? Many other stories have 
taken over on our news. But 
for the people of Myanmar, 
nothing has changed. With the 
sounds of gunshots and violence, 
people are afraid to make even 
short journeys because it’s so 
dangerous. Everyone has a story 
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Dòchas, Gaelic for “Hope”, is the magazine 
of The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Photographs used with kind permission of TLM 
staff except where noted.

Please contact us for permission to reprint an 
article.

The Leprosy Mission is an international 
Christian development organisation, working 
with, and for, people affected by leprosy. Its 
goal is to defeat leprosy and transform lives.

The Leprosy Mission Scotland works to raise 
awareness of leprosy in Scotland and to raise 
resources to make leprosy a thing of the past.

A company limited by guarantee registered 
in Scotland No. SC356041
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Dear Friend,

How would you respond if the country collapsed? 
If there were tanks on the street and thousands of 
people were being arrested? 

Would your first thought be to keep your head 
down and stay safe? To keep your family safe?

Would you join the protestors on the street, 
demanding change despite the risk?

Or would it be something else?

Since the military coup in Myanmar last February 
I have been truly inspired and moved by the 
response of The Leprosy Mission’s team there.

My good friend Zaw and his colleagues have 
never wavered from their calling to love and care 
for people affected by leprosy, despite the chaos 
they are now living through.

You can read a few examples of the situation in 
Myanmar in this special issue of Dòchas.

Please join me in giving and praying whatever you 
can to help people living through this desperate 
situation today.

Elsewhere in this magazine you can find ideas for 
other ways that you can help people affected by 
leprosy both now and in the future.

Until together, we have made leprosy a thing of 
the past.

Thank you and God bless,

Linda Todd
CEO, The Leprosy Mission Scotland

You can receive more stories, prayer requests and more by email Sign up for emails at leprosymission.scot/signup



Speaking Up For People Like 
Me - We Have Rights!
Soe Win is speaking up for the rights 
of people affected by leprosy. He is 
helping others to find the courage 
and the voice to speak up for 
themselves too.

“My name is Soe Win and I am serving as 
Chairperson on Myanmar Association of 
Persons Affected by Leprosy (MAPAL).

Our organisation is working towards 
persons affected by 
leprosy being able to 
live with dignity in our 
society.

We also work to raise 
awareness that leprosy 
can be cured by MDT to 
as many audiences as 
possible in Myanmar.

Once a person 
affected by leprosy has 
completed treatment, 

we advocate they should be able to live 
as valuable members in the society and 
should receive human rights and other 
rights as other people enjoy.

Today, I would like to share about my 
experiences on facing challenges and 
difficulties as I work towards achieving 
those.

As I started working and talking for 
more people affected by leprosy, feeling 
of shame, feeling small dominated my 
thoughts. Much like many other persons 
affected by leprosy have experienced. 

From such feeling, I told myself I must 
have more strength and indeed nurture 
myself to grow strength in me.

I encouraged my fellow people like myself 
to become courageous and stand up for 
ourselves.

In doing so, feeling inferior and small has 
almost gone now and I would like to see 
all my fellows to become the same and 
vanish all those such feelings.

It is very important our wider society 
know and understand discrimination due 
to leprosy still exist.

In the past, if someone has got leprosy, 
they abandoned him or her, rejected 
them, left behind and pushed them 
outside of village or community.

In this modern era, it is important to 
let people know that curing leprosy is 
possible and people can participate 
again within their society to overcome 
those past obstacles.

We need to do a lot more education and 
awareness raising.

Stigma and discrimination are still 
around to this day and age to an extent 
and we have to continue working to 
eliminate those remaining discriminatory 
attitudes.

There are still places and incidents not 
welcoming or accepting someone as 
soon as they learned a person or people 
are affected by leprosy.

This is not only in our country, it can be 
found or experienced in many countries 
around the world as well.

Therefore, we are continuing working so 
that people accept persons affected by 
leprosy could also be welcome and part 
of society.

What I would like to tell to my fellow 
people who are affected by leprosy in 
our country is that as all of us have been 
cured and we are no longer infectious to 
other.

Therefore, we are not patients any more.

We are like any other persons with 
disability due to leprosy.

We need to have such courage. We need 
to be able to articulate that we are cured 
and no longer infectious.

Then only the society will accept us.

If we keep ourselves shameful, feeling 
small and stay quiet or hidden, no one 
will make it possible for us to come 
forward.

Therefore, we should remove feeling of 
inferiority, outcast and start trying to 
participate in the society like everyone.

When we try that way, we need to equip 
ourselves to have the abilities to speak 
strong and forcefully that we are no 
longer leprosy patients.

Then only, people would open up more to 
welcome us.”
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Read more stories of your impact at leprosymission.scot/blog Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot



Vital Care Thanks to You

Daw Pu Lay is 37 years old and works as 
a street vendor in Bago, about 50 miles 
outside Yangon the capital of Myanmar.

A few years ago, she accidentally burned 
her foot. This small injury turned into an 
open sore. She tried to treat it but it grew 
larger and larger.

Because it didn’t hurt she didn’t pay it as 
much attention as if it was really painful.

Three years passed.

Until one day..

“As I tried to stand my foot bled profusely. 
I told my daughter to make the bleeding 
stop with cotton pads and gauze, but it 
wouldn’t stop.

I tried to wash the wound, but that didn’t 
help either.

After one or two days, the wound started 
to emit a foul and rotten smell.

We went to Bago Hospital that night but 
the hospital told my eldest daughter that 
my wound couldn’t be treated there. But it 
was in very worrying condition.

They said we needed to go to the hospital 
in Mawlamyine.

We came straight here - the taxi cost 
180,000MMK (about £75).

The doctors examined me, they took a 
tissue sample and tested my blood”

The tests confirmed that she had leprosy. 
She started to receive treatment to cure 
her leprosy and to treat the nasty wound 
on her foot.

“Everyone says, ‘This type of disease is 
not fatal; it is curable. There are many 
medicines. Just go to the hospital.’ 

If they had asked me to go to the hospital 
early, these problems would not have 
happened, you know? But, because the 
wound was not painful, and because I 
was working, and because my sales were 
good, and because my children were 
young, I focused on my work. In doing so, 
the wound turned out like this. 

I did take some treatment. I went to some 
clinics and took some treatment. But 
despite those treatments, it turned out 

like this.

When I call my children, I tell them how 
good and nice the nurses and doctors are. 
They give us everything we need.
When we say our wounds ache, they 
treat us. After giving us medicine, they 
bandage our wound. Then, there is no 
more pain. The pain is relieved just like 
that

Even before they give us injections, they 
will ask if we are having any pain and, 
if we are, they will make us comfortable 
first. They will ask if the wound is painful 
when touched and, if it is, they will make 
us comfortable. They never handle us 
roughly. They are gentle and sweet. It’s 
good.

We feel relieved and delighted when they 
care for us like that. I am grateful to them, 
because they do everything for us.”

Since the coup, Mawlamyine Christian 
Leprosy Hospital is the only leprosy 
treatment centre in the whole country.

Thanks to your support people like Daw 
Pu Lay can still access the vital care and 
support that they need.

Your gifts and prayers have enabled the 
hospital to keep working despite all the 
challenges of the last 18 months.

“I am thankful that they treat us like 
this. I pray for them every night, for their 
health and wellbeing. Because they are 
very good to us, aren’t they?

People who are the same as me, people 
who have leprosy like me, I would 
encourage them that it is ok, and that the 
disease will be healed.”

Photos © TAPE Productions
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Follow us and join the conversation on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram - find out what’s going on, be inspired and encouraged



You Can Eradicate Leprosy 
With A Gift In Your Will
Arjun has been receiving treatment and 
support for the effects of leprosy for over 
30 years.

Making leprosy a thing of the past goes  
beyond ending the transmission of the 
bacteria that causes it. It means being 
there to correct deformed hands; to treat 
feet with ulcers; to provide protective 
footwear; and much more, for as long as 
people like Soe, Daw or Arjun need it.

A Gift In Your Will will provide love and 
care to people in need for many years to 
come.

Will You Make Leprosy 
A Thing Of The Past?

Your Free Will For Good
The Leprosy Mission Scotland has partnered with 
Bequeathed to offer you, our supporters, a free Will for 
Good.

It’s a simple way to make the right will for you.

We all need an up-to-date will, but it’s one of those jobs many of us put off. With 
Bequeathed, you can get started straight away. 

Just go online any time that suits you and 
follow the simple steps to create a draft 
will. A member of staff from one of our 
partner legal firms will then advise you in 
a free 30-minute appointment, in person 
or over the phone.

Once your will is complete the firm 
will help you with getting it signed and 
witnessed and store it for you, also free of 
charge.

There is never any charge for a standard 
will, which is suitable for most people. *

Start your Will for Good at:

leprosymission.scot/willforgood
* If your circumstances are complicated and you require further legal advice, the legal firm will explain 
what’s needed and give you a quote to consider.

MAKE LEPROSY 
A THING OF THE PAST?

Find out how to leave a gift in your will at 
leprosymission.scot/giftsinwills

Scottish Registered Charity No. SC022411
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Contact us on 01786 449266 or email contactus@leprosymission.scot



Praying Together Throughout 
The Year
Yours prayers for people like Krishna are 
a crucial element in making leprosy a 
thing of the past for them..

Jesus said “And I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. You may ask me 
for anything in my name, and I will do it.”

Will you join 
us in asking, in 
Jesus name, for 
everything we 
need to make 
leprosy a thing 
of the past?

If you don’t have 
a copy of this 
year’s prayer 
diary from 
The Leprosy 
Mission, ASK 

and would like one, please give us a call 
or send us an email and we can send you 
a copy for this year and in the future.

You can also sign up to receive monthly 
emails of up to date prayer information 
at leprosymission.scot/pray

Through the PrayerMate app 
you can access the latest prayer 
information at any time.

You can also join other supporters from 
across Scotland, and around the world, to 
pray together at the prayer event below. 
Full details are still to be confirmed so 
join our email list or follow our social 
media channels to be sure of getting 
details of these and other opportunities 
to pray.

God bless you for praying with us.

St Andrew’s St Andrew’s 
Day of PrayerDay of Prayer

Join us Join us 

to thank God for his protection to thank God for his protection 
and provision this past yearand provision this past year

and to seekand to seek
God’s direction,God’s direction,
God’s provision,God’s provision,
God’s visionGod’s vision

for the months and years to for the months and years to 
comecome

To finish what Jesus started -To finish what Jesus started -
to make leprosy a thing of the past!to make leprosy a thing of the past!

Wednesday 30 November 2022Wednesday 30 November 2022

Details available from:Details available from:
leprosymission.scot/prayleprosymission.scot/pray

Receive special prayer Receive special prayer 
requests for St Andrew’s Day, requests for St Andrew’s Day, 
Join our team, Join our team, and friends from and friends from 
around the worldaround the world, for an hour , for an hour 
in the morning, afternoon or in the morning, afternoon or 
eveningevening

Get your friends together (at home or as a church) 
and host a curry night, as you join Tony Singh in helping 
eradicate leprosy in India one person at a time. 

Whether you want to cook up a korma, pick up some 
pakoras, or order takeout from your local tandoori, you 
and your friends can enjoy a tasty meal all while raising 
money for The Leprosy Mission Scotland. 

Sign up today and you’ll receive:
Exciting new recipes devised exclusively by 
celebrity chef Tony Singh 

Invitations for your friends 

Decorations to help you cook up a great evening 

Every two minutes, someone is diagnosed with leprosy 
— and 58% of new diagnoses are in India.

Register now
Online at leprosymission.scot/curry
Call us on 01786 449266

A Scottish registered charity no. SC022411
A company limited by guarantee registered in Scotland no. SC356041

“Cook Up A Curry 
with me, and let’s 
make leprosy a 
thing of the past.”

11Your faithfulness will finish what Jesus started

Questions about our work? We’d love to answer them for you



I’m sending my gift of:
£24 £48 £72 £120 £____

Card Number

Security Code (see back of card)Expiry Date /

Please debit my credit/debit card

I enclose a cheque, payable to The Leprosy Mission Scotland

Make my gifts go even further!

I am a UK taxpayer and wish The 
Leprosy Mission Scotland to be 
able to reclaim tax on all qualifying 
donations I have made as well as 
any future donations until I notify 
them otherwise. I understand 
that if I pay less Income Tax and/
or Capital Gains Tax than the 
amount of Gift Aid claimed on 
all my donations in that tax year 
it is my responsibility to pay any 
difference.

Title

Address

Postcode

First Name Surname

Phone No

Return in the pre-paid envelope provided or, to:
The Leprosy Mission Scotland, Suite 2, Earlsgate Lodge, Livilands Lane, Stirling, FK8 2BG

22D09

We will use your gifts to care for people affected by leprosy around the world.

We love keeping touch with you 
because we know that, just like us, you 
want to see leprosy become a thing of 
the past.
But if you would like to change how 
you hear from us, or request our privacy 
policy, simply call us on 01786 449266 or 
email contactus@leprosymission.scot

Email Address

I am happy for any gift acknowledgement to be sent by email

Khun has had leprosy for seven or eight years. 
He has taken Multidrug therapy, but due to 
stigma in his village he came to Mawlamyine 
Christian Leprosy Hospital.

When his wife found out he had leprosy, she 
left. She went to Thailand to earn a living and 
remarried. His extended family are ashamed 
of the disease. They didn’t want him to stay 
at home. He says that this would not have 
happened if he learned about leprosy early and 
if he took treatment earlier.

He is keen that other people know how and 
where to get treatment and that leprosy is not 
something to be scared of or feel ashamed 
about.

Please give to help Mawlamyine Hospital to be 
able to treat more people like Khun from across 
Myanmar. People are coming from far and wide 
to the only place they can get help. Please give 
them the help they need.

12 It is only because of you that lives will be changed

My gift to help people like Khun


